
 

 
      www.shenleyacademy.org.uk     enquiry@shenleyacademy.org.uk 

Issue 02      23rd September 2016 

PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN 
 
"If the human race wishes to have a prolonged and indefinite period 
of material prosperity, they have only got to behave in a peaceful 
and helpful way toward one another." - Winston Churchill 
 
 
 
 
 

 
International Day of Peace has been recognised in the academy this week. Word of the week is:      
tranquil, and although life at Shenley is far too busy to be called tranquil, there have been plenty of   
examples of our students simply behaving in a peaceful and helpful way toward one another. Year 7 
students in particular have been settling into their new life here with us at Shenley. I’m particularly proud 
of the way that already they are confident to find their way around and are full of enthusiasm for their 
new subjects. They are forming new friendships, and settling into life in their new college tutor groups 
and classes. Of course Year 7 and I are the new ones in Shenley, and we have all been made to feel 
most welcome. Moving my family to Birmingham from Sussex has been quite a change, but already I 
am feeling very much settled into the Shenley community, and am looking forward to meeting many of 
you over the next few weeks at one of our events. Please do check the diary dates on the back page of 
the newsletter to make sure that you are able to attend the relevant evening for your son or daughter. 
 
What has impressed me the most so far is the peaceful and calm way that our students move around 
the school building. The lack of bells to signal the end of lessons is new for me, but it really makes the 
movement between our lessons calm, smooth and seamless. Open evening and open mornings last 
week were typical of our working day and as you will see in our newsletter, so many prospective       
families were impressed with our students and our academy – both in the amazing facilities that we 
have here, but most importantly the way that we respect one another and our space. Nearly 5 years on 
from moving into the new building now it still looks as smart as that first year; I am proud to be able to 
continue our material prosperity, but even more importantly I am proud to be the Principal of an       
academy of young people who are so respectful and kind towards one another.  
 

Lucy Monk 
Principal 



Open Evening 2016 
 
Thank you to the staff, student guides and classroom helpers for what was a very successful Open 
Evening last Tuesday. 
 
It would be hard not to have been impressed by the evening which included a wide range of activities in 
faculties including Youth Dance workshops, Horrible Histories, stir-fry demonstrations, Dragons’ Den, 
science experiments and sporting demonstrations.  There was even an opportunity for our visitors to 
sample food from our menu courtesy of our new catering team, Aspens.  
 
The preparations for Open Evening started way before Tuesday night.  A new prospectus was printed 

for the event and flyers were hand delivered to feeder and non-main feeder primary schools, adverts 

placed in newspapers, new school banners ordered, student guides briefed for their role as tour guides 

and speeches written by two of our Year 11 students, Charlie Simmonds and Connie Kozakiewicz who 

supported our new Principal, Lucy Monk, with her speech to prospective parents in the theatre.  

The night itself ran very smoothly, down to a fantastic team effort from students and staff.  It is clear 

from the many positive comments made by families who attended the evening that our students are so 

proud of their school and want to show it off in the best possible light.  I think it’s fair to say that there 

was a real buzz of excitement and energy around the building all evening enhanced by the piano    

playing of Year 10 student, Alisdair Irvine. 
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More enquiring minds might well argue that for most schools 
the Open Evening atmosphere is not typical of a normal day 
but the feedback from the many families who attended our 
Open Mornings on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday would 
certainly challenge that theory.   
 
For those Year six pupils who will be joining us in September 
2017 we look forward to spending the day with you on 
Wednesday 5th July 2017 as part of your induction into the 
academy.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography by Patrycja Brzezinska and Dorothy Wheatley (Sixth Form) 

“We were so   
impressed with 
the school.  The 
staff and         
students were 
so helpful and 
polite.” 

“We were 
shown 
around by 
Jamie and 
Emanuel 
(Year 9) who 
were brilliant 
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We are very pleased to inform you that this year’s 
Shenley Academy musical will be ‘Little Shop of     
Horrors’ to be performed the week beginning 19th 
June 2017. To encourage those students who are  
interested in taking part and to familiarise them with 
the show, we have secured a number of tickets to go 
and see it being  performed at the New Alexander 
Theatre, Birmingham on Thursday 29th September 
2016. 
The proposed trip will be on a first come, first served 
basis as we expect high demand for places. The cost 
of the trip is £15.00 and this is non-refundable. 
 
To collect a letter with further information regarding 
the trips, students should come to the Performing and    
Creative arts office as soon as possible. 
 
Mrs Edie-Pabla, Performing and Creative Arts 

Film Club—Students 
 
Film Club returns this week with a screening of 'Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory', this is 
open to everybody - both members and non-members alike - with popcorn and refreshments 
provided. 
Please send those interested in membership to Henry Lartey in the LRC. Film Club  meets in the LRC every 
Wednesday afternoon , after registration (14:45) and apart from an expectation for members to submit re-
views of the films we screen, Film Club is completely free. 
Films we plan on screening this academic year include 'The BFG', 'The Jungle Book', 'A Monster Calls' and 
'Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them'.  
Mr Lartey, LRC Assistant  

Sixth Form Information session for Parents/Carers  
 

We are holding an information session for Parents/Carers of Year 12 and 13 students, on Thursday 29th Sep-
tember from 5.30 to 6.30 pm, in the Sixth Form centre. The first 30 minute session is about supporting stu-
dents with the demands of post 16 study and guidance about applications to Apprenticeships and        Univer-
sity. At 6.00pm we will be joined by the Student Finance Team for a presentation about university   tuition fees, 
living costs and the application process.  
Ms Heath, Head of Sixth Form  

CURRICULUM BOOKLETS YEAR’S 7 & 8 
 

Curriculum Booklets for year’s 7 and 8 have now 
been produced and these contain all the keywords 
linked to topics being taught this term. 
 
Please encourage your child to read through the 
words and support them with any difficulties they may 
have with understanding. 
 
If you have not been sent a copy, these are available 
on the academy website in the parent/carer section 
under the SEN tab. 
Mrs Carrier, Director of Learning Support 



Shenley Academy  
Autumn Term Diary Dates  

 
 Thursday 29th September  2016: 
 Post 16 Guidance Presentation  
 Tuesday 11th October 2016:  
 Class of 2016 Academic Awards Evening   
 (Letter to follow with details) 
 Monday 17th October 2016: 
 Humanities Visit: Dudley Zoo 
 Tuesday 18th October 2016: 
 Year 11 Parents’ Evening  
 Thursday 20th October 2016: 
 Students finish 3pm for half term  
 Friday 21st October 2016:  
 Teacher Training Day  
 Monday 31st October 2016:  
 Students return to the Academy 8.35am  
 Tuesday 1st November 2016:  
 Year 7 Celebration Evening  
 Tuesday 8th November 2016:  
 Year 10 Parents’ Evening  
 Tuesday 15th November 2016:  
 Torgon Ski Trip Meeting—5.30pm—6.30pm  
 Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th November 2016: 
 Dance Fusion  
 Tuesday 29th November 2016:  
 6th Form Open Evening ( 6.30-8.30pm ) 
 Wednesday 7th December 2016: 
 Training Day  
 Tuesday 13th December 2016: 
 6th Form Awards Evening (class of 2016 Year 1, 12,    

13) 6pm— 7pm 
 Friday 16th December 2016:  
 Academy Closes 3pm for Xmas Holiday  

Week Beg:  
Monday 26th September 

2016 
Will Be:  

Week Two 
On the Academy         

Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ 

Form 
 Is:  

Forgiveness 
DEAR  

Period 2 
Character Focus: 

Kindness 

TOP ATTENDING FORMS THIS 
WEEK  

12-9-2016 - 16-9-2016 
 

JUPITER - 98.89% -  J3 & J7 
MERCURY - 100% - M1 & M8 

NEPTUNE - 100% -  N3 
 SATURN-- 97.65% -  S10 

 VENUS - 98.95% -  V8 
APOLLO - 94.67% - A3 

  
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

 - YEAR TO DATE - 95.81%  


