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From one musician to another… 
 
My teaching life started as a Music Teacher at Pimlico School, London longer ago than I 
care to admit now! But my love of music and music teaching has stayed with me 
throughout my teaching career. I often liken leading a school to being the conductor of 
an orchestra, or even a jazz band (which I have to admit was my first love!), because we 
work with so many different subjects, teachers and students and bringing them together to a great      
performance is just the same as rehearsing an orchestra ready for a great performance: a great          
performance that you want to repeat over and over again. 
 
So, it was with great pleasure that following last week’s Awards Evening I was able to meet with Archie 
Tulk (Year 10) and talk: one musician to another. For those of you who don’t know Archie, he was the 
proud recipient of the KS3 Music award for his contribution to music in 2015-2016. Archie is an           
outstanding saxophonist. This year already he has been accepted into the Birmingham Music           
Conservatoire, an accolade which few young people his age will achieve. Acceptance to the              
conservatoire shows that Archie has been identified as having both the talent and commitment to        
becoming a  lifelong great musician.  

 
Archie has been playing the sax for a number of years now. He first started playing 
when he was at    primary school – but he cites his arrival at Shenley, and meeting his 
new Sax teacher as the time when he really started enjoying making music. His new 
sax teacher introduced him to jazz music, and from that moment onwards Archie was 
hooked. In the last 3 years he has attended the Jazzlines summer school, and is now a 
member of the Notebenders Community Big Band, as well as now spending his        

Saturdays at the conservatoire. Notebenders band members hail from all sections of the diverse and 
dynamic communities of the City of Birmingham and the wider West Midlands regions. Anyone           
interested in learning to play in a big band can join, and they are supported by funds which they raise 
themselves and through the BBC Big Bands Community Development programme. Archie regularly   
performs at Symphony Hall (I’m hoping to make my first visit to a Notebenders gig during the half term 
break!) and the Town Hall. This means that he is already able to perform in professional settings, and is 
set to follow in the footsteps of his current influence: John Coltrane. Talking with Archie I can see that 
he’s a young man setting his sights on long game. He was clear what he intends to gain from his       
Saturdays spent at the conservatoire. Mike Williams is the Jazz Saxophone tutor who will in the long 
term have the opportunity to tutor Archie. Quite frankly I think he will be lucky to have such a determined 
and dedicated student in his class!  
 
Lucy Monk, Principal 
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On Friday 14th October 
2016, ten key stage four 
and five drama club students performed the farcical comedy ‘The 
Mishaps’ at Haversham Manner’ in the Shenley Academy Theatre. 
The group have been rehearsing once a week for the past four 
months for the performance.    
 
The play is a 1920s murder mystery, but as the title suggests,      
everything that can go wrong… does!  Inspired by Michael Green’s 

1964 book The Art of Coarse Acting, as well as Buster Keaton, Charlie Chaplin and Mr Bean, the play 
was awash with lost props, fluffed lines, bungled entrances and falling scenery. The accident-prone 
thespians battled against all odds to make it through to their final curtain call, with hilarious             
consequences! 
 
The audience were kept on their toes throughout with one audience member stating in the interval 
that she had to go to the toilet to replace her mascara as it had ran down her face from crying with 
laughter too much…a good sign of a comedy performance! 
 
The students faced the challenge of combining slapstick comedy, 
melodrama and comic timing but as a result acted like true     
professionals and rose to the occasion, making the academy, the 
department and themselves proud.  
 
The students involved in the evening were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A massive well done, thank you and congratulations to the entire cast. 
Due to the positive reception to the performance, the Drama Department 
have  decided to stage the show again on Thursday 8th December 2016 at 6pm. Tickets are £2 and 
will be available from the performing arts office.  
 
If you would like a very entertaining evening then we hope to see you there. 
Mr Page - Curriculum Leader for Drama  
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Play chart hits with CBSO musicians  
 

The CBSO is looking to recruit around 60 secondary school and sixth form aged instrumentalists to take 
part in a five-week project starting in January 2017. 
 
Project Remix fuses well known chart hits with orchestral arrangements. This year’s theme is ‘Local 
Heroes’ and the repertoire will include modern classics from local artists, such as: Led Zeppelin, ELO, 
UB40 and Laura Mvula. 
 
Project Remix is open to instrumentalists who are Grade 5 standard or above. Participants will be     
mentored through weekly rehearsals by a team of CBSO musicians before a performance at Symphony 
Hall on Sunday 12 February 2017. 
 

Rehearsals will take place from 6-8pm at CBSO Centre on: 
 

Tuesday 10 January 2017  

Tuesday 17 January 2017 
Thursday 19 January 2017 
Tuesday 24 January 2017  
Tuesday 31 January 2017 

Thursday 2 February 2017  
Thursday 9 February 2017 
(Performance: Sunday 12 February 2017)  
 
Participation in this project is FREE OF CHARGE, however places are limited. If you would like to       

participate, please register your interest by filling in the online application form. 
 
Places will be allocated once applications close. Application deadline: Friday 18 November 2016.  
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Shenley Academy achieves Music Mark status! 

 

The music department has received some fantastic news this week. As a result of the extensive music 
curriculum and extra-curricular provision the academy has been awarded Music Mark status.  
 
Music Mark is a national subject association for music education that leads, represents and supports 
the highest quality music education for all children and young people. Music Mark shares the same 
core values as the music department believing that it is the fundamental right of a first-class music ed-
ucation for all children and young people as part of the curriculum and extra-curricular activities.  
As an academy we will continue to strengthen the profile and value of music education and its positive 
impact on children and young people with the support of Music Mark.  
 
The academy funds all peripatetic instrumental and vocal lessons for students covering a wide range 
of instruments; brass, woodwind, upper strings, lower strings, keyboard, piano, drums, voice, recorder 
and guitar. Lessons are delivered by specialist instrumental and vocal teachers from Services for Edu-
cation Music Service led by Ciaran O’Donnell. 
 
Students continue to attend the diverse range of extra-curricular activities on offer and our partnership 
with the CBSO will continue this year, for the sixth year.  The music concert on Monday 6th February 
2017 will showcase the musical talents of young people at Shenley Academy in recognition of the Mu-
sic Mark status. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Wiggan 
Curriculum Leader for Music 

Music Department Notice 
 

If there are any students who would like vocal 
lessons please see Mrs Wiggan in EF4. 

**Limited Spaces Available** 
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Forward Thinking Programme – University of Birmingham 
 
Before the half term break, six Year 9 students attended their second visit to the University of             
Birmingham to develop their knowledge and understanding of higher education. The key message     
during this visit was that of choice! Succeeding at Shenley Academy will ultimately lead to a greater 
number of options and choices available to all of our students at both Post-16 level and beyond. With 
over 37 000 different subject courses available in higher education, students were given the opportunity 
to have a taster session in subjects that they wouldn’t necessarily be doing at school. Some schools 
experienced workshops in Japanese and Mythology whilst the Shenley Academy students participated 
in a robotics class and a geology experience. Students enjoyed the day which concluded with a talk 
from the keynote speaker, Dr Alex Connor, who inspired students talking about his career pathway.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miss Stevenson, PSM Mercury College  
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Year 9 football match – All Birmingham Cup 
 

Shenley Academy 0 v 3 Bishop Challoner 
 

The Year 9 boys were knocked out of the first round of the All Birmingham Cup following a tough 
match against Bishop Challoner. The lads worked really well throughout the game and didn’t let their 
heads drop even though they were up against a very able opposition. There was great self-belief and 
resilience on display as each player worked tirelessly to try and win their individual battles and link up 
effectively as a team. Sam Quested in goal made some fantastic saves and this meant that with 15 
minutes remaining Shenley were only 1 nil down. However, as they pushed on for an equaliser they 
were caught on the break and conceded two goals in short succession.  
 

 
Year 9 football match – District Cup 

 
Shenley Academy 3 v 6 Wheelers Lane 

 
What an entertaining match! Shenley were missing a few key players but that didn’t stop them        
approaching the game in a positive manner. The matched started at a furious pace and it was 1 v 1 
after just 4 minutes. Wheelers took the lead in the second minute before neat play between Lewis 
Farrell and Nehemiah Mantack led to the latter rounding the keeper and slotting home calmly. Sam 
Quested was again at the forefront of the action, making some fantastic technical saves. Ali Jahantab 
came on shortly before half time and his first contribution was to play a perfectly weighted through 
ball to Ben Ridley who powered a driven shot straight through the keeper and into the top corner. 
Half time saw both teams level at 2 v 2.  
 
The second half was equally competitive. Shenley played some good football and continued to try 
and use the channel balls to create chances. Lewis Farrell scored a long range strike and with 7 
minutes remaining Shenley were 3 v 3. However, some individual brilliance from the Wheelers striker 
saw a great goal scored and as Shenley pushed on to get another equaliser they were caught on the 
break and two more goals were scored in short succession.  
 
Although it was disappointing to lose this game the players should be proud of their efforts and team 
work.  
 
Squad: 
Sam Quested, Josh Fletcher, Will Longley, Ben Ridley, Nehemiah Mantack, Aaron Clayton, Alex 
Hughes, Lewis Farrell, Jamie Cooper, Mackenzie Morgan, Ali Jahantab Leo Glenn, Lutor                
Terfa-Tarhemba, Aaron Stewart-Boyles, Hakeem Hanif, Ben White.   
 
Mr Stimpson, PE Department 
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Under 13s Girls Football Festival 
 

Well done to the Year 7 and 8 Girls football team who participated in the Girls Football Festival at the 
University of Birmingham. Two teams were entered in the 6 a side tournament competing against a 
range of schools from across Birmingham. All girls participated with enthusiasm and determination. 
The tournament was set up in leagues, with one of the Shenley teams in each. In the first league, the 
girls narrowly missed out on the chance of progressing through to the semi-finals. In the second 
league, Shenley were a little more successful with making it through to the semi-finals thanks to the 
highest goal difference. In the semi-finals Shenley were up against a strong Colmers side. The final 
score finished 0 v 0 with Shenley having the better chances. This meant that penalties had to be 
played. Unfortunately, Shenley lost 5 v 4. The last game saw Shenley having the chance to finish the 
tournament on a positive note with playing a place for finishing 3rd or 4th overall. Shenley won the 
game comfortably 2v0 meaning they finished 3rd overall in the tournament.  
 
Well played to all! 
 

 
 
Miss don Carolis, PE Department 

Shenley Academy  A Team Shenley Academy  B Team 

Amelia Taylor   (scored 2 goals) 
Madisenne Charles 

Megan Carter 
Alice Acorn 

Ellie Lane 

Maizee Cox 

Amber Ling 

Nasreen Ali (GK) 

Chloe Baker- Duthie (scored 2 goals) 
Shannon Crawford (scored 5 goals) 
Molly Howells 

Natasha Stewart-Boyles 

Megan Donohoe (scored 1 goal) 
Chloe kindred 

Alicia McFarlly (GK) 
Ellee Russell 

Senior Netball Team 2016 
 

Shenley 7 v 21 Hillcrest    
 

The Senior Netball team continued their season away at Hillcrest on Thursday 13th October.  It was a 
tough match and very competitive throughout.  The first quarter Hillcrest were very strong and agile 
and had some sharp shooters.  Shenley lifted their spirits and fought back the margin by making the 
second quarter 5 goals to 3.  The third quarter saw fantastic movement on and off the ball and a      
superb display of advanced footwork and interceptions but unfortunately Hillcrest were just too strong 
and finished the final quarter by increasing their lead.  All Shenley players played with continuous    
respect for both the opposition and umpires and gave it their all.   
 
Team:  Connie Kozakiewicz, Samantha Ganjit, Lauren Mason, Katie Tylee, Shelby Nelson, Imogen 
Lane, Trudie McGrath, Jessica Hill, Anais Smith, Chantelle Cox. 
 
Players of the match given by Hillcrest were Connie and Jessica.   

Well done again.   

Miss Wczasek. PE Department  
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HELP FOR SENLEY ACADEMY 
 

As you travel south on the A38, you will firstly pass a French Chateau and shortly afterwards, when 
the road becomes a duel  carriageway you will see to the left a bright orange sign with the word 
GLOBAL on. This is the trading name of a very successful business that recently gave a lot of help to 
Shenley Academy in the form of wooden materials for the technology department.  
 
Mr John Heath, is one of the people who is responsible for its amazing success.  Not just in      
Worcestershire either.  When I asked if he could help us with a ‘few offcuts’ there was no hesitation 
on his behalf.  Within a week or so I was parking up outside Global’s impressive offices, loading up 
the mini bus and heading back with enough wood for everyone to practise with.   
 
Global is the name of one of the largest, independent exhibition contractors in the UK.   
 
It began way back in 1988 and hasn’t looked back.  They design stands for exhibitions, and also 
stage and screen work.  A huge list of famous names can be found on their web site such as Girls 
Aloud, Mariah Carey, Master Chef, Lenovo, Casualty, etc, 
 
For more information you can look at their web site to see some of the wonderful structures they have 
created over a period. 
 
Who knows, if you become a pop star or even need a job—then maybe they can help in the future!!! 
 
Mr Sharp, Technology Department 
 

G L O B A L  
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TOP ATTENDING FORMS THIS WEEK  
17-10-2016 - 20-10-2016 
 
JUPITER - 97.22% -   J3 & J7 
MERCURY - 100% - M5 & M7 
NEPTUNE - 98.68% -  N5 
 SATURN-- 97.37% -  S5 
 VENUS - 100% -  V7 
APOLLO - 100% - A4  
 WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
YEAR TO DATE - 92.81% - THIS WEEK 87.26% 

Mathematics  
 

Is your child struggling with their Maths? If so, please en-
courage them to come to the Maths Clinic that runs every 
Tuesday and Thursday in EF3 from 3-4pm. 
 
This gives every pupil the opportunity to watch do their 
Mymaths homeworks, to speak to a maths teacher for 
help, as well as watch videos on every topic taught in   
lessons. 

Shenley Academy  
Autumn Term Diary Dates 

 
 Monday 31st October 2016:  
 Students return to the Academy 8.35am  
 Tuesday 1st November 2016:  
 Year 7 Celebration Evening—5.30pm—6.30pm 
 Tuesday 8th November 2016:  
 Year 10 Parents’ Evening  
 Tuesday 15th November 2016:  
 Torgon Ski Trip Meeting—5.30pm—6.30pm  
 Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th November 2016: 
 Dance Fusion  
 Tuesday 29th November 2016:  
 6th Form Open Evening ( 6.30-8.30pm ) 
 Wednesday 7th December 2016: 
 Training Day  
 Tuesday 13th December 2016: 
 6th Form Awards Evening (class of 2016 Year 1, 12,    

13) 6pm— 7pm 
 Friday 16th December 2016:  
 Academy Closes 3pm for Xmas Holiday  

Week Beg:  
Monday 31st October 

2016 
Will Be:  

Week Two 
On the Academy         

Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ 

Form 
 Is:  

The Impact of Brexit  
DEAR  

Period 1 
Character Focus: 

Resilience 
 


