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Focus on Attendance and Punctuality 
 

Punctuality  
 

The academy, E-ACT, OFSTED and DfE place great store on students being punctual to school and to 
lessons.  The Government also believes that punctuality to school is critical and it underlines this belief 
by requiring schools to classify lateness to school as truancy.  
  
Lack of punctuality affects learning and behaviour not only of the student who is late, but it has an     
impact on all other learners as the teacher is required to recap on missing learning for those who arrive 
late.  This reduces learning time for the rest of the class.  
  
Punctuality is also a key workplace skill which must be learnt at school. Employees who are regularly 
late to work lose their jobs. In the workplace you cannot arrive at the start time, you must be in the work 
place prior to the start time and ready at your desk or work station for the official start time.  This      
principle holds true in school both at the start of the day and to every lesson. 
  
Here at Shenley Academy our expectation is that students are in their form rooms or assemblies at 
8.35am.  We know that on occasions the bus is late or there is a major difficulty, in which case we       
understand, but for other students who enter our building at 8.40am are classed as late. Please       
support us in ensuring your child arrives on time, in correct uniform and with a pen, pencil and ruler. 
  
This year we have seen that many students are working hard to achieve this expectation, and our cam-
paign at the beginning of the year to have same day detentions for those who arrive late to the        
academy has helped to break the habit of lateness already. But, there remain a few individuals who day 
in, day out are arriving late to the academy. Please ensure that your son/daughter is leaving the house 
in good time to get to the academy on time. Punctuality is an important aspect of working life, and we 
know that if we can get students into good habits now, that this will support them to success in their    
future careers. 
 
Illness                
We appreciate that children are unwell from time to time and that there can be exceptional                  
circumstances for absences, but we ask that parents/carers think very carefully about keeping students 
out of school. 
  
There is a strong connection between attendance at school and achievement. Absence is proven to 
have a significant negative impact upon a child’s educational attainment. Regular school attendance is 
essential for all of our students to make good progress, achieve their academic potential and             
consequently have better chances in life.                                                                                              Cont’d 
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Overall, students’ attendance at Shenley is in line with the national average. However, to ensure 
that attendance becomes very good for ALL students, we are reminding everyone of our, and the     
Government’s expectations. 
  
Every student at Shenley Academy, in line with the Government’s expectations, is expected to maintain 
an attendance level of 98% and above. It is the responsibility of everyone in our school community – 
parents, students, staff and governors to ensure they achieve this, therefore we monitor and review the 
attendance of all students constantly. 
  
Over one school year, if your child had: 
 
98% attendance = less than 4 days absent from school 
95% attendance = less than 10 days absent from school 
90% attendance = 4 weeks absent from school 
85% attendance = 5 ½ weeks absent from school 
80% attendance = 7 ½ weeks absent from school 
  
Over 5 years (Years 7 - 11) - if your child had: 
85-90% attendance = having about half a year off school! 
80% attendance = 38 weeks off school = one whole school year missed! 
  
Over half of the academy population have maintained a 100% attendance this year to date. 
 
Well done! This is a superb effort and shows that you are displaying the Shenley Horizons     
character virtues which we know will set you up for a successful future life.  
 
But, if you are not one of these students, then now is the time to make that change and work to improve 
your attendance in the academy. One day at a time coming into the academy will improve your           
attendance and break the habit of not being in school. Long term rewards are clearly going to be       
examination success, but in the short term you will find yourself in line for some of our wonderful      
academy rewards! So – it’s a win-win situation and we look forward to celebrating improved whole 
academy attendance with you all throughout the year. 
 
Mrs L Monk 
Principal 

TOP ATTENDING FORMS THIS WEEK  
7-11-2016 - 11-11-2016 
 
JUPITER - 98.89% - J4 
MERCURY - 100% - M1 
NEPTUNE - 96.84% -  N1  
SATURN-- 98.95% -  S5 
 VENUS - 98.95% -  V6 
APOLLO - 100% - A4  
 
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
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Mathematics trip to University of Birmingham  

 
On 16th November my A Level classmates and I took a trip to Birmingham University to take part in a 
mathematics master class called “using maths to survive the zombie apocalypse” .  The class was 
about antibiotic resistance and fighting illnesses.  First of all we used mathematic skills in sequences 
and series to find out the population sizes of certain species in a particular area. During the last hour we 
went on to use differential equations to discover the amount of humans that would survive in a zombie 
apocalypse.  This was then used to show how maths is key in developing new medicines and drugs.  
 
Overall we realised that maths is used in numerous ways, especially in medical careers, using formulas 
and techniques we learn in A-Level mathematics lessons.  
 
Charley Marshall—Year 12  

Student Voice 

Academy and College Councils design and vote upon new Academy ties 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the beginning of this term our team, which consisted of the Academy Council, Mr Wood and Mr Jen-
nings, were tasked with the challenge of designing the new Shenley Academy tie.  The idea developed 
from a conversation about ways to enhance college identities.  We started developing this concept by 
calling together an initial meeting where everyone contributed ideas as to how we can produce a tie 
that is more personal to the Academy and the colleges.  We were able to put forward two designs that 
met the criteria and these were agreed by our principal Mrs Monk. 
 

Despite this we still encountered a problem… which tie design do we want to represent Shenley Acad-
emy and each college?  Collectively, we came to the conclusion that it wasn’t right for only the eight of 
us to decide on behalf of the entire school.  As a result, we sought the help of our younger pupils in-
volved in the College Councils.  The team was excited to take part in a vote that would take place on 
Tuesday 15th November, particularly as the designs were being seen by students before the teachers 
and staff at the school!  The vote was successful and our incredible team participated in the decision 
that would represent the colleges of Shenley Academy for many years to come.    
The chosen tie designs feature college colour stripes and the ‘Shenley Spark’ logo.  Further details of 
their introduction will follow.  
  
Ricardo Balla – Academy Council 
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Summer 2016 Certificates 
 
GCSE & GCE certificates are now available 
for collection from the academy. 
Times of collection between 9.00am and 
3.00pm. 
 
Mrs Honnor 
 

 

 

YEAR 10 STUDENTS  
COUNT DOWN TO WORK EXPERIENCE BEGINS…... 
 
As part of the growing partnership between the school, industry, and the community, 
your son/daughter will take up a one week work experience placement, A Band      
students 23rd—27th January 2017, and B Band 30th—3rd February 2017. The organisation of    
placements will be through either student’s own self direction or parents who may also wish to help set 
up placements by making provisional approaches to companies.  
 
Miss E Stevenson, Work Experience Co-ordinator  

Shenley Academy  
Autumn Term Diary Dates 

 
 Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th 

November 2016: 
 Dance Fusion—7pm—8.15pm  
 Tuesday 29th November 2016:  
 6th Form Open Evening ( 6.30-8.30pm ) 
 Wednesday 7th December 2016: 
 Training Day  
 Tuesday 13th December 2016: 
  6th Form Awards Evening (class of 2016  last year’s 

Year 11, 12, and 13) 6pm— 7pm 
 Friday 16th December 2016:  
 Academy Closes for Xmas Holiday—12.30pm  
 
  

Week Beg:  
Monday 14th November 

2016 
Will Be:  

Week One 
On the Academy         

Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ 

Form 
 Is:  

Sporting Greats  
DEAR  

Period 4 
Character Focus: 

Resilience 
 


