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Issue 12 9th December 2016 

Principals’ Column  
 
I’m coming to the end of my first term as Principal at Shenley and thought that it would be 
a good time to share my thoughts so far. 
 
Let’s start with a little bit about me and what brought me to Shenley. I’ve been a 
headteacher for the last 8 years. My last school was an all girls’ academy in East Sussex, right down on 
the south coast in Hastings. I’m hoping that many of you will have heard of Hastings – as the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066 was a battle which changed the course of history for all of us. Ironically my family and I 
moved up to Birmingham just as Hastings was getting into the full preparation for the 950th anniversary 
of the battle itself – but we chose to move to Birmingham to enjoy all that this sparky city has to offer. 
 
And why Shenley? Well, as a musician (I studied music at King’s College, London and The Royal          
Academy of Music) the importance of the arts in our school was an absolute winner for me. I truly      
believe that both sport and the arts are incredibly important aspects of a balanced education. I’m not in 
the business of running schools where we turn out just great exam results. I am committed to            
supporting young people to be their best selves – and that means every aspect of themselves. Sport 
and the arts allow all of us to explore and express our creativity – to be in tune with our inner selves, 
and therefore lose ourselves beyond the tumult of the daily world that we inhabit. Young people face       
enormous challenges in their world courtesy of social media, and sport and the arts enable them to 
ground themselves in reality. 
 
Shenley is even more than that though, and as the term has progressed I’ve learned more and more 
each day as to why it is a privilege to lead the academy.  We are lucky to have a hugely talented staff 
team, who are committed to every single student achieving their very best self academically and in 
building fully rounded individuals. Getting to know your sons and daughters has been great fun. They 
are bright, intelligent and articulate young people. They make outstanding contributions to our daily life, 
and commit to their own learning each and every day: an impressive group of young people. Finally, we 
are supported in running the academy by an amazing team of support staff – we certainly couldn’t run 
such a beautiful building in such an efficient manner without you all! 
 
Now I’m guessing that I haven’t shared any big surprises about Shenley with you all – but  suffice to say 
that I have really enjoyed getting to know my school this term. It’s really easy to see why Shenley is the 
jewel in the E-ACT multi-academy trust in the Midlands area and I will work to ensure that we continue 
to be the leading light that others follow. Thank you for welcoming me to the Shenley family, and I look 
forward to enjoying the last week of term before we all take a well-deserved break for the Christmas  
holidays. 
Mrs L Monk, Principal  
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An Insiders Review of Dance Fusion 2016 
By Charlie Simmonds (Year 11) 

 
Dance Fusion, the grand showing of Shenley's dancing talents. For two nights every year, we sit in awe 
and wonder at the sheer sight that is a dance extravaganza! At Shenley Academy we always say: 'How 
can we top last time?'. Well Dance Fusion 2016 did this by frankly smashing it out of the park! 
 
This year’s Dance fusion was utterly fantastic, with each dancer giving it their all and each performance 
elevating the last. I have to mention the fantastic lighting and sound direction of Mr Long, who helped to 
add an extra layer of creativity and emotion to each and every performance. 
 
With so many amazing and unique dances it is so hard not to go into great depth about them all, but 
there where some amazing stand outs on both nights of the show. 
 
The year 11's had by far the longest piece but it told a wonderful story that encapsulated the ideas and 
themes of the Divergent book and film series perfectly; with Imogen Lane stealing the show as the lead 
embodiment of Triss. She, along with the entire group moved so effortlessly and with great coordination 
with one another, it'll be hard not to award them highly for this BTEC piece in my eyes. 
 
The feel good performance that you couldn't help but smile at was the Year 7’s ‘Let it Snow’ in which I 
played a key role... of turning on the tree lights on Mrs Edie-Pabla's command. Nonetheless, the cute 
little number warmed the heart, seeing them dance so well at such a young age gives the future of 
dance at Shenley a bright glow already. 
 
As always the sixth-formers were out in force, as they are in every Dance Fusion. Charlie Hannam and 
company brought out their lighter side as an adorable family in Hush (in which Charlie played a rather 
convincing little girl) while the sixth-form solo performed by Jordan Parton was beautifully emotive and 
deeply resonated with me. Her performance was jaw dropping due to her amazing skills and abilities 
she let out in full force in such a wonderful piece. 
 
The final performance I wish to talk about is Running performed by the lower years (8 and 9) made me 
feel extremely proud. Watching such a powerful dance by students I have seen grow up and develop 
since doing Beauty and the Beast with a number of them, was very special. The dance showed how 
much they have developed since being at Shenley. The amazing chorus number with so many brilliant 
students in would be difficult to name them all. I couldn't be more proud of each and every one of you 
and indeed everyone who performed at Dance Fusion. 
 
This year was brilliant, seeing a mix of the older dancers who will soon leave us performing at their best, 
to the budding young ones being the future of dance at Shenley. You all did fantastically and never     
forget that! Well done to you all! 
 
I would like to end by thanking both the Dance teachers, who both deserve the biggest thanks from us 
all.  Mrs Edie-Pabla and Miss Bennett, thank you for creating such an amazing show I will never forget. 
Thank you for letting me join you in helping at such an amazing event. Let’s hope Dance Fusion 2017 is 
even better! 
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Thank you’s 

The Dance Department would like to thank all staff, parents and guardians for their support during the 

making of Dance Fusion 2016.  
Stage Manager 

H. Edie-Pabla 

R.Bennett 

Technical Team 

I. Long 

Front of House 

Senior Staff Team 

Charlie Simmonds 

Liam Tipper 

Sam McGurk 

Musical accompaniment 

Steve Palmer, Miles Levin and Percussion group 

Choreographers 

H. Edie-Pabla 

R. Bennett 

Charlie Olliver 

Tim Lewis 

Special Thanks for help and support go to: 

Site Staff 

Rebecca Heath 

Antonia Pinheiro 

Margaret Holland 

Liz Stevenson 

Corinne Pownall 

Back stage and front of house crew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And as always the Performing Arts staff :) 
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DANCERS 

 
YEAR 7       
Madison Rowlands 
Kenon Brookes 
Greg Robinson 
Ellie-Mai Oliver 
Aidan Cockram 
Kimberly Fowler 
Marie Ange Siegfried 
Destiny Cummings 
Natasha Stewart-Boyles 
Charlotte Moore 
Kirran Downing 
Owen Dunn 
Alannah Dunn 
Thomas Wookey 
Latoya Buchan 
Molly Gilman 
Demi Wilkes 
Aidan Louw 
Stacy Rabouine 
Keeley Cowan 
Leonie Woolley 
Ebony Smith 
Charley Bates 
Chloe Davis 
Olivia Smith 
Jasmine James 
Lucy Webb 
Leah Jordan 
Ellie Lane 
Jonah Evans 
Madisenne Charles 
Lily Groocock 
Maizee Cox 
Daniel Vail 
Tadisa Chiputi 
Ellie Smith 
  
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 8 

Summer Nicholls 
Shakira Smith 
Chloe Meredith 
Abbie Dixon 
Megan Facer 
Sinead Duggan 
Aaron Palmer-Curtis 
Ke-anna Brookes 
Emmanuelle Konga 
Anjali Singh 
Ashfaq Rohan 
Leonie Whitton 
Elousie Nikoforiak 
Shane Young 

 
YEAR 9 

Charlotte Lane 
Ellie Tipper 
Paris Picken 
Rushen Katungenza 
Rebecca White 
Lauren Carbardo 
Elleci Johnson Coombs 
Freya Gabbidon 
Charlotte Boate 
Christiana Kyriacou 
Emanuel Dobrashian-Yates 
Isabella Irvine 
Lara McGurk 
Anais Cooke 
Skye Rees 
Hannah Challice 
Jess Jackson 
Annalise Franklin 
Zoe Wassall 
James Jones 
Anya Ward 
Anya Allen 
Holly Jones 
Elicia Ali 

YEAR 10 

Kelly Brookes 
Tigerlily Arnold 
Cheneda Parkins 
Beth Mason 
Beth Waller 
Oliver Wallace-Daffey 
Shane Crawford 
Phoebe Lynock 
Charlotte Mason 
  
YEAR 11 

Shania Allen 
Hannah Andrews 
Leah-Marie Bishop 
Olivia Cope 
Chloe Facer 
 Amelia Farrell 
Chloe Geary 
Imogen Lane 
Trudie McGrath 
Demi-Lea Mear 
Samuel Price 
Elise Rose 
Reece Waller 
Lauren Winward 
Keryn Wright 
Dylan Jones 
  
YEAR 12 

Courtney Hall 
Katie Grocott 
Jordan Parton 
Courtney Walsh 
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Year 9 Basketball – Birmingham League 
 

Shenley Academy 21 pts     V    30 pts Kings Norton Boys 
 
Shenley hosted Kings Norton Boys in their first match of the current season. The Shenley team ap-
proached the fixture with a positive mindset, passing the ball with pace and intelligence during the warm 
up. However, Shenley lost their focus for the start of the game which put them behind in a short space of 
time. Shenley will be frustrated with the way they defended in this opening quarter as too often Kings 
Norton players were able to find a lot of space. After this first quarter Shenley started to find their rhythm. 
The students dribbled with a high skill level and started to score baskets. Nehamiah Mantack and Jack 
Todd were finding positive positions out wide, which was creating gaps in the Kings Norton defence. 
Reece Hamilton was able to exploit this on a number of occasions, driving through the heart of the Kings 
Norton team to score lay ups. Shane Alcorn also made a positive debut, creating chances from the point 
guard position. Shenley had their best spell during the final quarter where they got their head up quickly 
and started to pass the ball with pace before Kings Norton could set up a defence. However, Shenley 
were unable to close the deficit made in the opening quarter. Shenley should carry this final quarter per-
formance through to their next fixture.  
 
Team: Reece Hamilton, Remi Raybone, Liam Frye, Nehemiah Mantack, Jack Todd, Corey Jones, 
Shane Alcorn, Masiha Saadi, Malachi Allen 
 
Mr Blakeway  
Curriculum Leader for Physical Education & Assistant School Games Organiser 

Year 8 basketball – Birmingham League 
 

St Thomas Aquinas  22  V  Shenley Academy  20 (after overtime) 
 
This was a wonderfully competitive game where each team would not allow themselves to be beaten for 
most of the match. 
Aquinas were athletic and utilised their power in a small gymnasium. Shenley had a little more structure 
to their game, but were unable to use their screening to create many chances due to the tight court. At 
half time Shenley found themselves 12-5 down, however, an excellent 3rd quarter saw the boys storm 
back to firstly cut the gap and then go into a 16-14 lead. The final quarter was frenetic and Shenley 
found themselves in possession of the ball with 10 seconds to go with the score at 20-20. The chance to 
win the game in normal time went with the wrong decision being made of where and when to pass the 
ball, and into overtime the match went. Aquinas scored an early basket and as the time ran down Shen-
ley won a sideline ball with 7 seconds remaining. Again the wrong pass into the wrong area meant that 
Shenley did not get a shot off. The boys should be proud of their teamwork and effort, as they gave eve-
rything. They left frustrated at what might have been after their sterling comeback faltered right at the 
end. 
 
Team: J Vergara, J Timbrell, J Davies Walls, M Coakley, N Hancocks, S Young, S Boulter, S Wiafe 
 
Mr N Vaughan, Assistant Principal for Physical Education  



      www.shenleyacademy.org.uk     enquiry@shenleyacademy.org.uk 

Dear Year 8 parents/carers,   
 
By now you should have received the letter regarding the Year 8 residential to Aberdovey. We have had 
to make some changes to this year’s trip namely asking for an increased contribution and reducing the 
time away to 3 days/2 nights. As you are aware everything is getting more expensive and while we 
heavily subsidise this experience in order for us to continue to run a whole year group residential we 
need an increased financial contribution from families. 
 
Since we started running this trip 8 years ago the year group numbers have increased considerably and 
with that in mind we need to ensure that all students receive the same level of experience and chal-
lenge. We are also conscious that a large number of students really struggle being away for the whole 
week in the type of environment that we immerse them in and we want to make sure we get the most 
out of the students for the duration of the trip. 
 
Mr Willshaw, Vice Principal  

TOP ATTENDING FORMS THIS WEEK  
28-11-2016 - 2-12-2016 
 
JUPITER - 97.78% - J7  
MERCURY - 98.95% - M1 
NEPTUNE - 98.89% -  N3 
SATURN-- 98.95% -  S5 
VENUS - 96.00% -  V4 
APOLLO - 98.18% - A1  
 WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

Final total raised for Children 
in Need is £946.59  

Week Beg:  
Monday 12th December 2016 

Will Be:  
Week Two 

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
Christmas 

DEAR  
Period 2 

Character Focus: 
Self Belief 

Shenley Academy  
Autumn Term Diary Dates 

 
 Tuesday 13th December 2016: 
  Post 16 Awards Evening (class of 2016  last  year’s Year 

11, 12, and 13) 6pm- 7.30 pm 
 Wednesday 14th December:  
 Xmas Dinner—please note there will be no morning  
 refreshments available on this day 
 Friday 16th December 2016:  
 Xmas Jumper Day—students can donate 50p and swap 
 their school jumper and wear an Xmas jumper; (rest of 
 the Academy uniform to be worn. 
 proceeds go to the Birmingham Children’s Hospital  
 Academy Closes for Xmas Holiday—12.30pm  
 Tuesday 3rd January 2017: 
 Academy re-opens to all staff and students, 8.35am  


