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Safety online 
 
I can just about remember what life was like before the internet. It certainly involved me 
being a lot more organised! Making sure that I remember to post birthday cards and    
presents in time for arrival meant having to go shopping for the card and pressie even       
further in advance. Nowadays though I can rely on my trusty birthday reminders to alert 
me in my calendar 2 weeks before the date and then I head online to find just the right 
card and gift. Definitely easier for me to fit in around my working and family life, and of course the    
power of the internet means that I can choose that perfect gift from anywhere in the world and it will be 
delivered to their front door hopefully by the right date! And anywhere in the world is ideal for me as 
members of my family are scattered across the globe. Keeping in touch with them is so much easier 
now than it was 18 years ago – and it really feels like the world has become just a little bit smaller as I 
can share photos immediately of family events, and they can too. We actually feel like we are just 
around the corner from one another, but in reality the Atlantic Ocean is in the way! 
 
So there is no doubt that the internet is an amazing invention and tool for all of us. But, and there is a 
big but, only when it is used safely. Meeting up with people online makes the world feel smaller, as long 
as we know who those people are. And that's the important message today. As long as we know who 
those people are.  
 
There was a story in the news again this week of a young woman, aged 16, liked and admired by 
friends and family, who was found dead in an alleyway after arranging to meet someone online.     
Someone whom she presumably felt that she knew well enough to meet, after meeting him online. But 
was he who she thought he would be?  Clearly not. Gone are the days when the only way we could 
meet someone was at school, at work, at the gym. Nowadays the online world is smaller and means 
that we can meet someone online whom we would never have bumped into in real life. And of course 
they can pretend to be someone other than who they are. That photo of a good looking 16 year old boy 
or girl….. is it really the person they seem to be? Too often we are hearing that it's not, and yet our 
young people persist in forming friendships and relationships on the basis  that they are a real person.  
 
Mr Willshaw led assemblies at the beginning of term highlighting to all of the colleges the need to be 
vigilant online. The need to lose some of the naivety of youth that the person that you are talking to 
online really is that person. How can you support your son/daughter to stay safe? Talk to them. Check 
that they know their friends in real life. Check that the only friends that they have on Facebook or   
Snapchat are REAL friends. People that they know in real life. Real, meaningful friendships are        
incredibly important in our lives, but it's important that we support our young people to build them in a 
good old fashioned way - by getting to know someone in the real world where they can be sure that 
they are the person that they appear to be.  
Mrs Monk, Principal  
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
The Mathematics department would like to congratulate the following students who worked incredibly 
hard to gain their level 2 GCSE grade in Sixth Form. Having not gained the grades they were hoping for 
in the summer they all put the hours in to achieve exactly what they wanted, only three months later. 
Their success is a result of three things, all equally essential - attending lessons, attending revision 
classes and working hard outside of school. Also, a big thank you to the members of staff who gave up 
their free time to work with the students. 
 
PASSED GCSE Mathematics with a C or above: Bobby De’Athe, Ryan Reynolds, Kavian Mahmoudi, 
Charlie Hannam and Jade Swatman. 
 

     
Written by class teacher Mr Dhingra 

Year 9 Basketball League Fixture 
 

Shenley Academy 10    v     26 Turves Green Boys 
 
This league fixture saw Shenley at home against Turves Green Boys. On the back of some mixed      
performances from the year 9 team, the boys were keen to get a positive result from this fixture. This 
was evident from the way they started the first quarter. The team had taken on board and responded to 
the feedback that had been given; they were positioning themselves well in the attack to create space 
around the basket and were man-marking their players tightly in defence. This resulted in a closely con-
tested first quarter with the game looking open for the taking from either team. Unfortunately this style of 
play did not continue. Shenley stopped marking their players in defence which resulted in Turves Green 
scoring easy baskets, in addition Turves were often winning their own rebounds to give them a second 
opportunity to score. When Turves Green took the lead the passing then became rushed and careless, 
resulting in Shenley giving away possession on too many occasions. However, credit should be given to 
the shenley team for the way they continued to support each other throughout the game. 
 
Team: Reece Hamilton, Liam Frye, Nehemiah Mantack, Jack Todd, Corey Jones, Masiha Saadi, Shay 
Bayley 
 
Mr Blakeway, PE Department  
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SPOTLIGHT - SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND THE LEGAL PROCESS 

 
Shenley Academy is working in partnership with parents to improve school attendance. We 

would like to congratulate the many parents who make sure their children attend school regularly.  
It is a parent’s legal responsibility to ensure their children receive appropriate education. Failing 

to send your child to school regularly without good reason is a criminal offence.  
 

PARENTS FINED FOR PERSISTENT ABSENCE 
 

 
 

If your child’s level of absence is of serious concern you will receive a letter advising you about           
improving attendance. After this, any further unauthorised absence may result in the school and the  
Local  Authority taking legal action. This academic year, several parents have been issued penalties 

due to their child’s poor attendance. 
 

Parent A was issued a £60 penalty 
Parent B was issued a £210 penalty 
Parent C was issued a £225 penalty 

 

Again, we would like to thank those parents who make sure their child is attending school regularly and 
are therefore benefiting fully from their educational opportunity. 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=judge&view=detailv2&&id=9064B91BE6E41D9DFBDEC354D25E4FCF6961D21F&selectedIndex=42&ccid=5ufZL2Tq&simid=608001232500097264&thid=OIP.Me6e7d92f64eac1aaa87a7e5715b87f14o0
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Helping your child make even more progress… 
Inspire. Aspire. Achieve.  As we all know, this is Shenley Academy’s motto and underpins all that we do 
to support our students to gain confidence, grow and succeed throughout their time with us.  In order to 
do this, we are currently researching the most effective way to give students feedback on their written 
work that they produce in lessons and for homework.   
Currently students receive written feedback from their teacher on their written work every fortnight or six 
lessons.  Students then will respond to their teacher’s written feedback the following lesson to make   
improvements and hopefully make progress.  In order for students to make progress, they need to     
receive regular and timely feedback on their work.  Unfortunately, once every two weeks or six lessons 
isn’t regular or always timely enough.  However, on average, it takes a teacher between 3 and 5 hours 
to mark just ONE set of exercise books.  There simply are not enough hours in the day or days in 
the week. 
Therefore, I think we can all see that some changes, perhaps quite radical, need to be made to how stu-
dents receive feedback from the teacher on their written work.  During Spring Term, we are piloting 
FOUR different Marking Pilots to decide what is best for the students and their progress with a view to 
making some permanent changes during Summer Term 2017.  Here is some information on each of the 
marking pilots: 
Marking Pilot One: Use of Teacher Feedback Template via exercise books.  One (or more) member 
of each faculty is piloting the use of providing their fortnightly / 6 lesson written feedback on a feedback 
template which has been created by each department (on orange paper).  Both Maths and Humanities 
(Geography, History and RE) are piloting this as a Faculty; all of their teachers are using it.  Hopefully, 
students will not be able to miss their written feedback on their work. 
Marking Pilot Two: Use of Statement Banks via exercise books.  Mrs Baker (Aspiring Lead         
Practitioner and Curriculum Leader RE) is piloting the use of Powerful Learning Conversations (PLCs)    
alongside the use of statement banks which will be printed on stickers with years 7 to 9 in RE lessons; 
this replaces written feedback.  The statement banks will be used during each RE lesson so that        
students instantly know what they are doing well and how to improve. 
Marking Pilot Three: Use of Statement Banks via assessments.  Mrs Terry (Senior Lead              
Practitioner) is piloting the use of statement banks to support the marking of assessments with years 7 
to 11 in all Geography lessons.  The statements are supported by the mark scheme for each               
assessment and will be communicated in a way that is accessible to all students; this replaces written 
feedback.     
And last but not least and perhaps the most radical… 
Marking Pilot Four: Giving feedback the ‘Michaela’ way.  The English Department are piloting giving 
feedback the ‘Michaela’ way with years 7 to 10 only (year 11 is following the Marking, Feedback and   
Assessment Policy as it stands).  The ‘Michaela’ way involves teachers reading students’ written work 
(once a week) and making notes using one ‘Michaela Template’ per class based on the findings of the 
marking; this should inform the planning of subsequent lessons and replaces written feedback; you will 
not see written feedback in your child’s exercise book but this doesn’t mean it hasn’t been read.  It is 
important to note that any formal assessment is marked following the current Marking, Feedback and 
Assessment Policy.  This idea has come from Michaela Community School in London who has had 
massive success as a school and has even published a book: Battle Hymn of the Tiger Teachers – The 
Michaela Way.  If you are interested in reading any information on this marking pilot, take a look at the 
following blog: http://mcsbrent.co.uk/english-31-10-2015-marking-is-a-hornet/ 
I will update you in the coming weeks as to how each marking pilot is progressing.    
Mrs Bennett, Assistant Principal 
 

http://mcsbrent.co.uk/english-31-10-2015-marking-is-a-hornet/
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TOP ATTENDING FORMS THIS WEEK  
9-1-2017- 13-1-2017 
 

JUPITER - 98.89% - J9 
 

MERCURY - 99.00% - M8 
 

NEPTUNE - 96.11% -  N4 
  

SATURN-- 98.95% -  S5 
 

 VENUS - 96.47% -  V7 
 

APOLLO - 90.00% - A4 
  

WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
YEAR TO DATE - 93.70% - THIS WEEK 92.56% 

Shenley Academy  
Spring Term Diary Dates 

 
Friday 20th –28th January 2017:  
Torgan Ski Trip  
Monday 23rd—Friday 27th January:  
Band A Work Experience 
Monday 30th January—Friday 3rd February: 
Band B Work Experience 
Monday 6th February 2017:  
Music Concert  
Wednesday 15th February 2017:  
Year 9 Parents’ and Progress Evening  
Thursday 16th February 2017: 
Students beak up for half-term, 3pm  
Friday 17th February: 
Teacher Training Day  
Monday 27th February 2017:  
Students return to school 8.35am  
 

  
 
 
 
 

Week Beg:  
Monday 23rd January 2017 

Will Be:  
Week Two  

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
Holocaust Memorial Day  

DEAR  
Period 1 

 


