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Principals Column  
 

Welcome back to the Shenley Ski Trip! Once again they’ve had a fantastic time and you can learn more 
about it later in this newsletter. I’ll be honest – I’m not a ski fan myself – it’s a sport which has always 
been a challenge too far. So I’m in awe of those who master the techniques needed to not only stay  
upright (which if you’ve never tried it is far more difficult than it looks!) but who are able to glide          
effortlessly down the slopes, enjoying the most amazing views as they ski. Throughout this week we’ve 
been able to glimpse just a little of those views as the screens in the foyer atrium have had a rolling   
display of photos, and we’ve all been quite jealous of them. Experiences such as this are what make 
Shenley unique. The chance to travel abroad and experience new cultures and activities helps our 
young people to be marked out as being a cut above the average. So as we start to recruit for the 2018 
trip, led by My Coy and Ms Averill, I hope that many more of our students will be able to save each 
month to join Shenley skiers. 
 
My second message this week picks up on the theme started a couple of weeks ago about online     
activities. In my last message I asked you whether you could be really sure that you know who your 
sons/daughters are talking to online, and to work to ensure that you are checking in on their online    
activity. Today I want to ask you to discuss what they are saying online to one another. Sitting at a lap-
top, iPad, tablet, mobile phone feels more anonymous and removed than talking to someone face to 
face. Before you know it your fingers have typed something onto the screen, which if they were to     
reflect on and actually think about, 9 times out of 10 young people would either delete, or want to pull it 
back from the online air. Unfortunately this isn’t possible, and so increasingly we are having to deal with 
situations in school, that have started online the night before or over the weekend: situations that with 
more thought, and actual real face to face communication would not have happened at all. Now I’m a 
realist and I know how much time teenagers want to spend online, talking, commenting, sending photos 
to one another. But this is not real communication. These are not real relationships. Those happen 
when we talk to one another properly: face to face. And so this weekend I would ask you to talk to your 
sons/daughters and get them to reflect on their online communications. Online abuse is something 
which touches on more and more of our families, and it’s important that you talk about it, and then learn 
more about how to keep them safe online. How to do this? One of the best sources of advice for par-
ents/carers is the CEOP website: Thinkuknow. The advice is sensible, and easy to use: https://
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Listing/?cat=199,200,201,202,203,205&ref=34371 
 
Visit the site this weekend and then have that conversation about with your son/daughter about their 
online communications. We all have an online digital footprint, and this is something which will follow us 
as we walk through life. Our role in school is to make sure that our young people know how to make 
sure that they are satisfied that their digital footprint will be something that they will still be proud to    
review in 10, 20, 30 year’s time. What they say online to one another will be an important part of that, 
and the majority of those hours of online communication are outside school.  
Mrs L Monk, Principal 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Listing/?cat=199,200,201,202,203,205&ref=34371
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Listing/?cat=199,200,201,202,203,205&ref=34371


The Shenley Academy Ski Course 2017  
Torgon, Switzerland 

“A week of challenges, resilience and determination but most importantly enjoyment and success.” 
This year saw the 10th anniversary of the Birmingham Schools returning to the outstanding ski resort of Torgon, 
Switzerland. For a number of students this was an opportunity to return to a resort where they had previously 
overcome challenges and have fond memories of succeeding on the slopes. For others this was a new           
experience, one which was exciting as well as nerve racking due to a challenging skiing environment which    
acted as their classroom for the duration of the week.  
 
Throughout the course of a physically demanding and challenging week, it was fantastic to witness each of the 
15 Shenley Academy students who attended the trip overcome individual challenges. Every one of them demon-
strated individual determination and resilience from each day to the next; refusing to give up and continuing to 
show a positive mind-set to improve and develop their skiing capabilities. I was extremely proud of each of the 
students who attended the course in the manner they conducted themselves in Torgon as well as the respect 
each of them demonstrated towards the other students, instructors and every member of staff at the resort. They 
should feel proud of the challenges which each of them overcome and the progress made in their individual    
skiing abilities. 
 
Upon our safe return a number of students described the week as “amazing and a fantastic experience”,    
another “the best week of their life!”  
 
Once again a huge well done to all students who attended! 
 
The Shenley ski course will be running again next year. For those interested in 
being part of an incredible and valuable experience look out for more information 
coming soon. 
Mr Coy and Ms Averill  
 

 

 

 

Jack Bates M1 

Chloe Hale N4 

Alice Hinks N8 

Gracie Hinks N3 

Alex Hughes V8 

Alex Linstead M2 

Kian Mazloum J8 

Gabrielle Milton J7 

Isabel Morgan  

Ben Ridley N2 

Anais Smith S10 

Amelia Taylor J4 

Joseph Taylor A6 

Tyler Thompson J4 

William Rogers M6 
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Safeguarding News article 
 

Please see the recent message circulated by the Police relating to the recent changes in legislation for synthetic 
cannabinoids (including Spice and Mamba); reclassifying them to a Class B drug - under the Misuse of Drugs Act 
1971 - This change in law means that it is now illegal to possess these substances, meaning anyone who is found 
to have it in their possession is likely to face arrest. 
 
“We are contacting you with regards to a recent change in the law surrounding controlled drugs, which we are    
seeking to raise awareness of among communities within the West Midlands. 
 
The government has now changed the classification of synthetic cannabinoids, making them illegal under the     
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. Such substances are very commonly available and are known to many as Spice or 
Mamba and are incorrectly assumed to be a ‘legal high’. They generally mimic the effects of cannabis. 
 
The change in the law means that it is now illegal to possess these substances, meaning anyone who is found to 
have it in their possession is likely to face arrest. 
 
We are very aware of the addictive nature of these substances and the serious harm they can do, therefore we are 
keen to make people aware that by buying or obtaining such drugs they are now committing a criminal offence. We 
will, initially, seek to find help and support to those who need it, as we are mindful that many people may unwittingly 
be breaking the law because they simply don’t know that what they are using is now a controlled, illegal substance.  
With this in mind we are asking for your help in passing this information on as far and wide as you possibly can so 
we can arm people with knowledge. We are duty bound to intervene and seize these drugs and prosecute those 
knowingly flouting the law. However we also want the community to be as informed about this as possible and that 
is why we need your help in raising awareness of this change in legislation. 
 
Those involved in the production and supply of these drugs should not expect the same level of support – such   
offences will be dealt with robustly as we seek to shut down manufacture and supply chains across the region. 
For the facts on drugs and new psychoactive substances visit the www.talktofrank.com website.” 
 
Please see important information from the Police about an app being used by young people which has raised       
significant concern, so you can be aware of the app should it come up at all. We have had an incident involving a 
new app available on smartphones, androids, tablets called “Live.me”. At the start of January  a young girl, age 12, 
has set up a profile on “live.me” and has performed on a “Livestream”. The title of this she called, “I will do anything 
on camera”. The broadcast starts with the girl twerking. She is wearing her pyjamas. People have then started to 
follow her broadcast. The girl has said that she would allow anyone to watch her and there were 950 people watch-
ing her as the broadcast went on. People have then started to comment on the post. The girl then goes on to act 
extremely provocatively; she can then be seen crying and rubbing her eyes. When seen the girl said she decided to 
download the "App", "Live.me" after her friends at school had told her about it.  
 
Following the download of the girl and livestreaming the girl had been messaged by a man who had told her to do 
things.  The girl allowed the male to follow her by clicking "Follow" as she would anyone who wanted to view her 
videos. The girl has been safeguarded and we are in a position to potentially ID the male.   
 
The purpose of this news article is to highlight this app to parents and carers so that they are in a position to safe-
guard their children. 
 

R Willshaw, Designated Safeguarding Lead  

http://www.talktofrank.com


Year 13 Double Business fundraiser 
 
 In total the Year 13 double business class made up of Beth Perkins, Sophie Jones, Jack Leedham, Ben 
O'Donnell, George Lowe and the wonderful Miss Pownall managed to raise a whopping £507.24 towards 
Cancer Research. We want to give a massive thank you to everyone who participated in any of our      
various events such as the raffle; guessing the sweets in the jar; partaking in pyjama day and general 
donations. If it wasn't for you guys then this wouldn't have been possible! A special thank you to the    
selfless Jack Leedham for shaving his head for the cause and donating £55. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Miss Pownall is participating in a 53 km trek on the Isle of Wight for Cancer Research. Any donations 
would be greatly appreciated and you can find Miss Pownall in her room at EF14 or in the Mercury office.  

 

 

Thank you! 



Week Beg:  
Monday 6th February 2017 

Will Be:  
Week Two 

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
Bullying  

DEAR  
Period 3 

Shenley Academy  
Spring Term Diary Dates 

 
Monday 6th February 2017:  
Music Concert  
Wednesday 15th February 2017:  
Year 9 Parents Evening  
Thursday 16th February 2017: 
Students break up for half-term, 3pm  
Friday 17th February: 
Teacher Training Day  
Monday 27th February 2017:  
Students return to school 8.35am  

TOP ATTENDING FORMS THIS WEEK  
23-1-2017- 27-1-2017 
  
JUPITER - 98.95% - J2 
 MERCURY - 100% - M4  
 NEPTUNE - 98.89% -  N3 
 SATURN-- 100% -  S1 & S8  
 VENUS - 96.11% -  V3 
 APOLLO - 98.48% - A6 
  
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
YEAR TO DATE - 94.03% - THIS WEEK 93.86% 

 

Come along to the annual Shenley Academy 

Spring Music Concert on Monday 6th February 

at 7:00pm (doors open at 6:30pm).  

There will be a variety of performances from the 

pupils at Shenley, ranging from a Rock Band to 

a Jazz Band, Vocal Group to A Capella,        

Orchestra to Percussion Group. 

 

Support your friends by buying a ticket for 

£2!! 


