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Issue 21  3rd March 2017  

Principals’ Column  
 
Well, that was not quite the week that I was anticipating, so I start my newsletter thoughts this week by 
saying thank you for your patience with me whilst I worked with West Midlands Police and Birmingham 
City Council to evict the travellers who had set up on our Long Nuke Road car park. I think that we 
would all be in agreement that it would have been better for the travellers to have been evicted         
immediately. I do need to be clear though that the police worked as quickly as they could with the         
bailiffs employed by the council to carry out the eviction. The police do not have the powers to be able 
to carry out an enforced eviction without the correct paperwork being issued by the bailiffs. This was further delayed by 
the fact that the travellers ignored the first eviction notice issued on Saturday and so we all had to wait for the second 
notice to be issued on Monday morning. If we are to see a real difference in the speed with which situations like this 
can be resolved, then we need to work with our local councillors to support their request for an ongoing injunction to be 
in place, so that the police can take immediate action.  
And of course thank you to our local community members who helped us to look after Stevie, the pony who was left 
behind, for the short period that he stayed on the academy site. By Monday evening Stevie was being loaded into a 
horse box and taken to his new home, and I’m sure that many of you will have seen the article in The Sun newspaper 
which shows photos of him being cared for in his new home. A much happier and healthier Stevie indeed! 
The main focus of my week was to have been the Year 8 trip to the Outward Bound Centre at Aberdovey. For the first 
time this year we split the year group into the two bands and they had half a week each at the centre. Change over 
day was Wednesday and school was certainly a very quiet place to be! Welcoming the first group back on Wednesday 
afternoon though, it was great to hear how much they had enjoyed their time at the centre. This trip is part of the      
culture of our academy, and something which we place huge value on when we are scheduling the year, and drawing 
up budgets. We are supported financially by The Outward Bound Trust, in addition to parental contributions and school 
budget and without the combination of these three elements we would not be able to give our students such a great 
experience. The reduction of time there has meant that smaller groups get an even more intensive experience whilst 
they are there, and it certainly seemed to have made a marked impression on the character of the Year 8 students that 
I spoke with on their return.  
Character education is an umbrella term loosely used to describe the teaching of children in a manner that will help 
them develop variously as moral, civic, good, mannered, behaved, non-bullying, healthy, critical, successful,            
traditional, compliant or socially acceptable beings. As governmental changes to the school curriculum have become 
increasingly ‘academic’ over the past few years some schools seem to me to have lost sight of the importance of 
school as developing our young people in this manner as well as academically. There is a balance to be found for 
each school, and this will be personal to each school community. The role of character education: known to us as 
Shenley Horizons, was one of the aspects of the school which drew me to want to lead the school twelve months ago. 
I truly believe that school days are the best days of your life, and that having that space and support to work out who 
you are and what will guide your choices through your life is an important aspect of that. Without a shadow of a doubt 
the Aberdovey trip will have challenged each and every Year 8 student. From the starting point of being away from 
home for two nights to supporting other members of your year group to complete physical tasks which are deliberately 
planned to test resilience and team work there is no doubt that students return to us more prepared for the life ahead 
of them. Our job back at base? To make sure that those moments of self-realisation are capitalised upon in every day 
classrooms. It may be that the view from the window at Shenley is not quite as impressive as the view in Aberdovey, 
but the opportunity to show resilience and team work is just as important. 
 
Mrs L Monk 
Principal 
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In recent weeks, a group of students from Year 9 and 10 were        
selected to participate in the Prince’s Trust Mosaic Enterprise           
Challenge. This exciting competition provided students with the     
opportunity to compete against other students nationally in an online 
simulation game that replicates the real world, focusing on              
understanding the main principles of business. To deliver the         
programme, 6 business mentors from Lloyd’s banking group worked 
with the students and taught them about different aspects of         
business before guiding them through the game. 
 
The game is made up of 2 components: 70% of the score is taken 
from the amount of profit the groups business makes. This is more 
difficult than you may think as students must select a product, design 
it based on the market research provided, and then monitor          
production and sales over a three year period, making adjustments 
where necessary as they go. Many of the business mentors        
themselves struggled to make profit when they trailed the game, so 
those groups that managed to make a profit did very well! The      
second component of their final score was the ethical business      
assessment which was worth 30% of the final score. This tested our 
business teams about their knowledge of a range of business terms 
and definitions as well as asking them to recall what they had learnt 
about sustainability and ethical business that the mentors has       
discussed with them earlier in the programme when looking at case 
studies from McDonalds, TOMS and M&S.  
 
This is the first time that students from Shenley Academy have       
entered the competition and the students did themselves and the 
Academy proud. The mentors from Lloyd’s banking group were      
incredibly complimentary of our students positive attitude and       
competitive nature which made it easy for them to 
work together. Our top 2 teams made £2.8 million 
and £3.1 million profit so let’s hope that this is 
enough to progress to the regional finals!  
 
We will remain hopeful! 
 
Miss Stevenson 
Leader of Careers Education 
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Chocolate Brownies 
 
90g plain chocolate 
150g butter 
125g plain flour  
15g cocoa powder 
250g brown sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla essence 
2 eggs 
½ teaspoon baking powder 
Foil Container or a greaseproof tin 
 
Melt the chocolate and butter in a plastic bowl in the microwave for 2 
minutes and cool slightly. 
Sieve flour, baking powder and cocoa powder into a separate bowl.  
Beat together the eggs, vanilla essence and sugar into a separate bowl. 
Fold the cooled chocolate mixture into the egg mixture, then fold in the 
flour mixture. Stir until thoroughly mixed. Divide evenly into 4 foil contain-
ers. 
Bake for 25 minutes (200°C). 
Once cool, cut into small squares. 
  
Note: This is a very rich chocolate brownie recipe – but delicious! 
 

 

Pupil/Parent cooking workshop 
 
Would you like the opportunity to cook nutritional dishes which are cost effective?  
 
All pupils in KS3 participate in food technology and are taught an important life skill which 
is needed in everyday life.  
 
We are offering parents a chance to come into Shenley Academy and learn how to make 
nutritional dishes which are healthy, tasty and quick.  The aim is to cook with your child 
and enjoy making a two course meal in a fun and relaxed environment. 
 
The workshops will be available once a term and are after school.  
 
There is no cost for the workshop and all ingredients will be provided by the school. All you need to do 
is attend, cook and enjoy. 
 
Please contact the school to request a form or speak to us if you would like any further information.   
 
Miss Bhandal (Food Technology teacher)  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4v7KhnujRAhWFbRQKHQUtAOsQjRwIBw&url=http://iambaker.net/homemade-brownie-mix/&bvm=bv.145822982,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFg_xMp5t-cjaTy7u8kUJts0Zp9bQ&ust=1485809598754746
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                Birmingham School Games City Finals 2017 

                   
On Thursday 9th February 2017 Shenley Academy embarked upon the winter finals of the Birmingham 
School Games. Team Shenley had qualified in a range of different events due to their hard work and 
performances to win their level 2 competitions earlier in the year.  
 
The achievement of reaching the finals was not enough for the Shenley competitors as they showed 
great skill and character in each of the sports they competed in.  
Below are the results of each of the competitions. 
 
School Games Final – Rowing Team 
 
The Year 10 and 11 boys qualified for the School Games finals in the indoor rowing event. All boys 
battled hard during the first heat and all qualified for the final. Some individual successes came from 
Jack Brayshaw who finished a very close 4th place for his year 11 race and Joshua Gilman who       
finished 5th place overall for his Year 10 race.   
 
A fantastic achievement for the relay team which saw Jake Henn (year 9) and Josh Gilman (year 10) 
competed with Jack Brayshaw and Lewis Jones in the year 11 relay and received Bronze medals 
when they beat Bartley Green School by 1 second. 
 

Team: Jake Henn, Jack Brayshaw, Joshua Gilman, Lewis Jones, Callum Dixon. 
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School Games Key stage 4 Handball Finals  
 
 
 
 

Thursday the 9th February saw the arrival of the much anticipated handball School 
Games tournament which took place at the PlayFootball Sports Arena.  
 
The boys had done well in the qualification stage, competing hard and earning their place at the            
tournament. 
 
The boys played some fantastic handball, working hard to break free around the attacking third and 
driving towards the goal creating power and accuracy with each of their shots. Jack Keeling played 
well as centre commanding the space and executing lethal shots at the opposing goal, this also 
earned him the player of the tournament award. Josh Starkie and James Smith consistently worked 
hard up and down the court creating width, drawing the defence out of position and offering a shot at 
the goal. 
 
The boys were in a tough group, however, they didn’t let this affect their mentality and effort on the 
pitch. A good first win against Niskham set them up well however 2 marginal loses to both Bartley 
Green and Wheelers Lane meant that qualifying to the group stages was unfortunately just out of 
reach. This didn’t let this affect them as during their final game against a powerful and skilful Small 
Heath side Shenley were crowned victorious and finished the group in third place just missing out to 
qualification on goal difference alone. 
 
Each competitor from Shenley conducted themselves in an outstanding manner, playing hard on the 
pitch and demonstrating a fantastic display of good sportspersonship. 
 
Well done to all boys who took part, a challenging tournament for all but a great experience nonethe-
less. 
Jack Keeling, Michael Stephens, James Smith, Kyron-Ellis Bryan, Ricardo Balla, Harry Collins, 
Josh Starkie, Zak Hall-Annison, Matthew Hamilton. 
 
Mr Coy 
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School Games Under 14’s Badminton Finals 
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday 9th February, 4 Key Stage 3 students were taken to Nechells Sports Centre to compete 
at the School Games badminton tournament. The boy’s extremely positive attitude when representing 
the academy offsite was particularly impressive to see. 
 
The boys played a mixture of both singles and doubles matches against 3 different schools. The     
pupils showed good resilience when playing against pupils from other schools that were nationally 
ranked badminton players and produced a mix of results. 
 
There was some extremely impressive badminton on display throughout the day; a particular highlight 
came during Shenley vs Holte where Charlie Brayshaw displayed an excellent variety of shots to   
overcome their number 1 ranked player. The precision of Charlie’s drop shots and smashes were too 
much for the opposition player and he won the game 15-12. The rest of the matches against Holte 
were just as close, however despite Shenley’s best efforts, the boys were unable to pick up another 
win against Holte. 
 
Although qualification for the latter stages of the tournament was out of reach, the boys managed a 
resounding victory in the final match of the day against Saint Edmund Campion. Charlie Brayshaw 
beat their top ranked player, Ethan Ashley beating their second ranked player, and then doubles 
teams of: Charlie Brayshaw and Ben White, and, Ethan Ashley and James Jones displaying some  
excellent doubles play against their opponents to secure the win. 
 
Team: Charlie Brayshaw, Ethan Ashley, Ben White and James Jones. 
 

Mr Cannan 
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Girls Football 
 
 
 
 

 
The Year 7, Year 8 and 9 girls football teams reached the Birmingham School Games finals after win-
ning their matches during this year. Both teams played exceptionally well at the finals on Thursday 9th 
February and the Year 7 team narrowly missed out on third place out of 12 teams. The Year 8 and 9 
team finished in 7th place out of the 12 teams that reached the finals which is also a fantastic achieve-
ment. The girls have done really well on getting to the finals and they were a credit to themselves 
playing some excellent football. A special mention goes to Megan Donohoe who stepped up and 
played in goal for the Year 8 and 9 team. Also the resilience and integrity the Year 7 girl’s showed 
throughout the tournament was fantastic. The girls played some really tough teams within their group 
and came second out of the five teams. Natasha Stewart-Boyles and Ellie Lane were our star goal 
scorers scoring over 12 between them. Chloe Kindred also made the score sheet. Thank you too all 
the girls that took part in the tournament.  
 
Year 7: Natasha Stewart-Boyles, Chloe Kindred, Alice Acorn, Megan Carter, Alicia McFarlane, and  
Ellie Lane.  
 
Year 8 and 9: Chloe Baker-Duthie, Shannon Crawford, Molly Howells, Ellie Tipper, Paris Picken,    
Megan Donohoe, Isabelle Irvine, Charlotte Lane and Aimee Ballantyne.  
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TOP ATTENDING FORMS THIS WEEK  
27-2-2017- 3-3-2017 
  
JUPITER - 96.77% - J7 
 
MERCURY - 97.45% - M8 
  
NEPTUNE - 96.03% -  N4 
  
SATURN-- 96.93% -  S1 
 
 VENUS - 95.76% -  V4 
  
APOLLO - 95.78% - A2 
  
WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
YEAR TO DATE - 93.96% - THIS WEEK 92.88% 

Shenley Academy  
Spring Term Diary Dates 

 
 
Thursday 9th March 2017:  
Year 9 Pathways Evening– 6.30pm—8.30pm  
 
Tuesday 14th March 2017: 
Year 8 Pathways Evening– 6.30pm—8.30pm  
 
Tuesday 28th March 2017: 
Immersion Day 2  
 
Friday 7th April 2017:  
End of Term  
 
Monday 24th April 2017: 
Academy Re-opens for students  
 

  

Week Beg:  
Monday 6th March 2017 

Will Be:  
Week One  

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
VALUES  

DEAR  
Period 1 

 


