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Principal’s Column  
 

Preparing our young people for a future that we cannot yet comprehend has always been a core purpose of 
our school, and never more so than in the ever changing political world which we have inhabited in the last 
twelve months. Whilst it has been a busy week in the academy this week with Immersion Day on top of the 
normal life of academic lessons and huge range of clubs, the outside world has started to make the move to-
wards life outside the EEC as Wednesday saw Article 50 triggered.  
 
That move made our focus for Year 10 on Immersion Day even more pertinent. Every single Year 10 student 
was interviewed by a team member from KPMG. KPMG have been working with our staff and students for 
many years now, through their commitment Business in the Community and our commitment to preparing our 
students for that leap into the unknown, which is life after Shenley. But who are KPMG? Certainly, they were a 
group of committed and impressive young men and women who left their day jobs to come and spend time at 
Shenley on Tuesday, but what did they leave behind in the office? 
 
Well, if you google them this is what you will find: 
 
‘KPMG in the UK is a leading provider of professional services, including audit, tax and advisory specialisms - 
delivering integrated solutions to our clients’ issues. 
 
In the UK, we have over 12,000 partners and staff working in more than 20 offices. Being part of a strong    
global network of member firms gives us a truly global mindset.’ 
 
First formed in 1867 the KPMG that visits Shenley today was the merger of ‘K ‘ (Piet Klynvelod),  ‘P’ (Sir     
William Barclay Peat), ‘M’ (James Marwick) and ‘G’ (Reinhard Goerdeler), all of whom were highly successful 
accountants in their own right and who finally joined forces in 1987. From hiring the first female chartered    
accountant to helping rebuild the New York business world after the events of 9/11 the 160,000 colleagues 
within KPMG across the world are all united by the company’s core values: 
 

 We lead by example 
 We respect the individual 
 We work together 
 We are open and honest in our communication 
 We seek the facts and provide insight 
 We are committed to our communities 
 Above all, we act with integrity 

 
You can read more about how we saw these core values in action in our academy further on in this week’s 
newsletter, but suffice to say it was a really awe inspiring day with some great interview performances from 
Year 10 students. It’s clear that they are all destined for great achievements, with hard work and determination 
to succeed along the way! 
 
Mrs L Monk, Principal 
 



Safety Awareness  
 
We would like to make you aware of our recent safety awareness assemblies run in conjunction with 
the West Midlands Police. With the number of knife related crimes on the increase both nationally and 
more recently locally we felt it necessary to remind our students of the importance of keeping       
themselves and others safe both within and outside of the Academy.  The Assemblies sought to     
highlight the dangers of possessing knifes/bladed weapons intended for harm and how the law deals 
with such instances. We also talked about the legal powers that schools and police have in regards to 
searching persons suspected of possessing a weapon on site.  
 
The overwhelming response from students has been very mature and positive with them clearly      
understanding the importance of keeping members of the Academy safe.  
 
In our endeavour to safeguard all members of the Academy we will, as a lot of schools/Academies 
are, be in the near future working with our local Police force to run an operation involving the use of a 
walk through metal detector.  This is something we have been considering for a while, not because we 
believe that there is an issue with students carrying knives at Shenley but as a response to the         
increased knowledge of what is happening in local communities.  
 
While this topic is concerning we urge you to continue supporting us in safeguarding young people 
and ensuring any information or concerns are reported to the Academy and where necessary the    
Police. 
 

Please remember we have the Sharp system that can be accessed via our home page or through the 
link below; this is where concerns from students, parents and carers can be reported on-line and 
anonymously. 
 
http://shenleyacademy.thesharpsystem.com/ 
 

 

Mrs Monk, Principal  

http://shenleyacademy.thesharpsystem.com/


KMPG Visit – Year 10 Interview Day  
 

Immersion Day 2 saw the return of our business partners, KPMG, to complete one to 
one interviews with our year 10 students. The session involved students seeing a  
typical job advertisement for different roles including a Chartered Accountant, Civil 
Engineer, Doctor, Teacher and Human Resources Assistant. Colleagues from KPMG met with the students individually 
and analysed the job advert, identifying areas to focus on, in order to help them form answers during a mock interview.   
Initially, many of the students were incredibly nervous about the process, some feeling unprepared and naturally quite 
daunted by the opportunity. However, the feedback from the students was exceptionally positive with students really 
valuing the opportunity in preparing them for real world experiences: 
 
“I enjoyed the professional atmosphere of the interview as it simulated a real one effectively. I learnt that when     
providing an example to a question such as "When was the last time you led a team" to try and extend my answer 
more than I did at the time. I felt that it was a positive experience as I now know what an interview feels like”. 
 
“I enjoyed getting the experience of an actual interview. They gave me advice on how to structure my interview when 
answering the question I had been given The structure is situation, solution and result. I have to give them the       ex-
ample of the question, what I did to solve this and then the result that was given. Overall, I enjoyed the experience be-
cause this will help me in future interviews. I was given feedback to expand on my answer by using connectives to con-
struct my responses. Also I was told my body posture was good and eye contact was always on my interviewer”. 
 
Students were provided with constructive feedback following their mock interview and further support and advice was 
given with regards to their future ambitions and careers. Some students even took the opportunity to take along their 
CVs to gain professional feedback on how to improve aspects of their presentation and personal statement.  
 
Once again it was an absolute pleasure to have KMPG working with the Academy and our students, and feedback 
from the employees was equally as positive as that of the staff and the students involved. We look forward to working 
with KMPG again in the future.  
 
Other activities during the Year 10 immersion day included advice and guidance on how to develop resilience in      
problem solving, writing a letter of thanks to the students work experience placement employers, developing their     
personal statement to include in college and job applications and finally a board game teaching students about the       
importance of budgeting and how to maintain finances in the adult world.  
 
“Another aspect of the day that I enjoyed was 'The Money Game' as it helped me to prepare for the future when I will 
need to manage my own money. The game itself was fun and entertaining and I enjoyed spending time with my friends 
whilst playing it”. 
 
“Overall immersion day was great! My favourite parts were the KPMG interview and the money game. They both gave 
me a realistic view on the working world and how to build a future for myself and to always be prepared in life because 
anything can be thrown at you! I loved it!   
 
Overall, the feedback of the Year 10 immersion day was incredibly positive and student feedback suggests it really 
supported them in thinking about their future, and developing the skills that they need to support themselves. Crucially, 
many students began to make clear connections to how what they are doing now will affect the choices that they have 
once they leave Shenley Academy. 

   

 



Forward Thinking ‘Student Life’ Visit to University of Birmingham  
 
 

A small group of Year 9 students had their third visit 
to the University of Birmingham as part of the       
Forward Thinking Programme. The aim of this       
particular visit was to develop their understanding of 
what it is actually like to be a university student.    
Following the ice breaker ‘paper aeroplane          
competition’ (which Shenley Academy won, courtesy 
of Paris Picken), students watched a theatre        
production highlighting the importance of the options 
process. This engaging performance provided       
students with advice and guidance when making   
important choices about their futures, all in a very 

creative way.  
 
Students were then taken to a lecture theatre where a first year politics and social studies student 
spoke with the students about the key differences of school and higher education. This included teach-
ing style, teaching environment, independent study, living arrangements and the ability to budget. This 
concluded with a question and answer session which really gave students a real insight into how life 
really is like for a university student.  
 
We were then taken by coach to a halls of residence ‘village’, and were allowed to explore the sight. 
We had lunch in one of the catered food halls, allowing students to see what type of service to expect if 
they were to choose the ‘meal plan’ option instead of self-catering. From here, we were shown around 
a show room flat to get an image of what some of the rooms look like and how sharing bathrooms and 
kitchens with newly found friends can be both a challenging but exciting experience, all of which        
developing those key life and social skills.  
 
We finished the visit by going to Hollywood Bowl for time to relax and enjoy socialising with peers. This 
was a really enjoyable end to the day, with some very interesting techniques being demonstrated! And 
the question I hear you asking, who won?! With an          
incredible 4 strikes, Paris Picken took the title of Shenley 
Bowling Champion! 
 
The 5 students involved should be congratulated for their   
behaviour and engagement during the day and, as always, 
represented Shenley Academy in a wonderful light. 
  
 
Ms Stevenson, PSM Mercury  
 



Newsletter article: Shenley student selected for prestigious Oxford summer school   
 
 

Congratulations to Year 12 student, Massi Kohistani, who has been selected to take part in the        
week-long UNIQ Summer School at the University of Oxford in July.  Massi will be attending the History: 
Order and Freedom strand, experiencing lectures and seminars exploring historical freedom struggles, 
revolutions, civil conflicts and the struggle to maintain social peace, and gaining a taste of what it’s like 
to be an Oxford ungraduate. 
 
Competition for places on the UNIQ programme is fierce, with only one in six applicants being           
successful.  Participants will gain confidence in their own academic ability, have the chance to practise 
interview questions, receive assistance in preparing their university application and explore their subject 
of choice in one of the most academically challenging institutions in the world. 
 
Massi is studing A Levels in Maths, English and History and hopes to study economics at university 
from September 2018.  He is a diligent and committed student who has a great future ahead of him.  
Well done, Massi! 
 
Miss J Bolton, Maths Teacher 



Year 9 football- Season round up 
 

The year 9 boys have experienced a really tough season. Throughout the course of the campaign they 
have shown a huge amount of teamwork, commitment and resilience within their performances. They 
have come close on many occasions, however, the league is extremely competitive and it has meant 

that the team have had to settle for a number of defeats.  
 

League results: 
Shenley Academy 3 v 7 Bartley Green  

Shenley Academy 3 v 3 Turves Green Boys 
Shenley Academy 0 v 3 St Thomas Aquinas 
Shenley Academy 1 v 6 Kings Norton Boys  

Colmers 3 v 1 Shenley Academy  
  

  
 

 Cup results: 
 

District Cup 
Round 1 - Shenley Academy 3 v 6 Wheelers Lane  

 
All Birmingham Cup 

Round 1 - Shenley Academy 0 v 3 Bishop Challoner 
 
Squad: 
 
Sam Quested, Josh Fletcher, Will Longley, Liam Frye, Hakeem Hanif, Ben Ridley, Nehemiah Mantack, 
Aaron Clayton, Alex Hughes, Lewis Farrell, Charlie Greenway, Jamie Cooper, Mackenzie Morgan, Leo 
Glenn, Lutor Terfa-Tarhemba, Nathanial Mason-Burns, Shay Bayley, Aaron Stewart-Boyles, Ben White. 
 
      
Mr Stimpson, PE Department  



 

 
Cheese Cake 
Ingredients 
200g Soft Cheese 
150g Double Cream 
Lemon juice 
Icing sugar 
160g biscuits 
70g butter 
 
 
 
 
Weigh out the 160g of biscuits – then using the end of a rolling pin crush the biscuits to make crumbs in 
a plastic bag 
Weigh out 70 g of butter – place the butter into a small pan and melt on a LOW heat make sure you do 
not burn the butter! 
Add the butter to the biscuit crumbs and mix thoroughly in a mixing bowl 
Using the back of a spoon pack the biscuit and butter mix into the bottom of the tin 
Add the double cream and soft cheese into a separate mixing bowl 
Add TBSP lemon juice to cream and cheese and add 2 TBSP Icing Sugar to cream and cheese. Stir 
together until all combined 
Using a spoon drop small blobs of the creamed mixture on to the top of the biscuit base then using a 
palette knife spread over working towards the edge 
 

Shenley Academy  
Spring Term Diary Dates 

 
Friday 7th April 2017:  
End of Term 3pm  
 
Monday 24th April 2017: 
Academy Re-opens for students  
 
Monday 1st May 2017: 
Bank Holiday Monday—Academy Closed  
 
Friday 26th May 2017:  
Academy Closes for Half-Term 
 

  

Week Beg:  
Monday 3rd April 2017 

Will Be:  
Week  One  

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
World Of Work  

DEAR  
Period 5 
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