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What is happiness? 
 
The theme of assemblies this week as we return from a sunny Easter break has been 
how to find .happiness. At times I know that in all of the busy-ness of daily life in a school 
we can lose sight of this, and the need for our staff and students to feel the contentment 
that is happiness. I’ve enjoyed seeing the smiles on the faces of each college as I’ve 
shared with them photos of other children and adults smiling; the video of a man laughing 
in a tube train and the infectious way in which that spreads around the carriage; the news item on the 
algorithm which is the science of happiness. All of these contribute to reminding all of us that the key to 
happiness lies within us: smile, and the rest of Shenley will smile with you. A term of hard work lies 
ahead of year groups facing public exams: whether they are GCSEs, BTECs, Applied BTECs or A lev-
els, and the message that we ourselves have the power to change our mindset and level of happiness 
is an important one. 
 
Great communication is a contributor to the happiness of a community. And so with this in mind I want 
to share some news of ways that we would like to ensure that we are able to get letters and notices to 
you as quickly and efficiently as possible. Added to this desire is of course the need to be as financially 
frugal as possible, and with the cost of posting first and second class letters to each of you rising year 
on year, we want to move to as much electronic communication as possible. We have recently moved 
to a new management information system: SIMS, and this should help us to make this a reality. So, how 
can you help? Well, we need to make sure that we have the most up to date email address and mobile 
phone number for you. We will shortly be asking you to check a list of all of the data, including email   
address and mobile phone numbers, which we hold for you. Once we have completed this exercise we 
would need you to let us know straight away if you change either your email address or mobile phone 
number. We would ask you to regularly check your email accounts for emails from us. Please do check 
your ‘junk’ inboxes as sometimes gmail and Hotmail accounts in particular can move emails from us to 
those folders automatically. 
 
We hope that by moving to a paperless system of communication that we will be able to get our       
communications straight to you – and thereby improve the amount of communication that we are able to 
share. But, we recognise that there is some work to be done in order to achieve this, so please bear 
with us in the short term whilst we carry this out! 
 
In the meantime, I would like to wish you all a happy Bank Holiday Monday, and we will see all of our 
students once again at 08.35 on Tuesday 2nd May. 
 
With best wishes 
Lucy Monk, Principal 
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Behaviour Campaign  

As we move into the summer term the focus of our behaviour campaign is ‘inappropriate response to a 
member of staff’. If a student is logged for this behaviour they can expect to be collected at the end of 
school the same day and detained for 20 minutes during which time they will have a restorative conver-
sation with the member of staff who logged them. The 20 minutes is in line with the home school agree-
ment signed on entry to the Academy. 
 
As always we thank you in anticipation in supporting the Academy in developing respectful self-
reflecting young people. 
 

First Aid Procedures 
 
We have made some changes to the First Aid procedures at the Academy bringing them in to line with 

the vast majority of Birmingham schools. Unfortunately there has been far too much learning time lost 

due to very minor referrals for first aid during the Academy day. Moving forward we will continue to sup-

port the administration of prescribed medicine (as long as arrangements have been made with Mrs 

Challender DSP) and the support of emergencies but will not be expecting staff to deal with minor inci-

dents. I am sure you will continue to support the staff in carrying out their core purpose of educating 

our young people and developing their resilience 

Mr Willshaw, Vice Principal, (Designated Safeguarding Lead)  

Year 8 football – District League 
 

Colmers  2  v  Shenley Academy  0 
 
Despite the result, this was a pleasing performance. The team played for each other and can count 
themselves unfortunate to not come away with a better result. Striker Lewis Fullilove was full of running 
and ran himself into the ground, making good runs in attack and closing down defenders to pressurise 
them. The central midfield three of Harrison Bates, Alfie Wooldridge and Joe Hall controlled the middle 
of the pitch in the 2nd half and were well disciplined from a defensive point of view. Charlie Brayshaw 
and Shea Boulter looked like a strong defensive partnership at centre back. Shenley conceded one goal 
from an excellent cross that was turned in just before half time, and early in the 2nd half were caught out 
by a Colmers break.  Despite the pressure that Shenley subsequently put on the opposition, they were 
unable to get back into the game. 
 
Team: K Richards, J Isufi, J Wright, C Brayshaw, S Boulter, A Wooldridge, H Bates, J Hall, K Day, K 
Craddock, L Fullilove, M Coakley, J Gossage, M Domingos 
 
Mr Vaughan, PE Department  
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Lemon Cakes 
 
Ingredients 

100g Butter 
130g Sugar (for cake mix) 
150g Self Raising Flour 
1 Lemon 
2 Eggs 
 

Topping 
25g Sugar and Lemon Juice. 

          Cake Cases 
 
Method of cooking 
 

Place cake cases in the cake tin and preheat oven to 180c. 
Grate the zest of the lemon until the white skin is visible and leave to the side. 
Cream the margarine and 130g sugar together using a whisk until light and fluffy. 
Beat the eggs separately into a measuring jug with a fork. 
Gradually mix the beaten egg into the creamed mixture. 
Add the lemon zest to the mixture. 
Fold in the flour to the mixture 
Spoon into the cake cases evenly using two spoons. 
Bake for 12 minutes until golden and spongy. 
Mix the remaining lemon juice and 25g of sugar together. 
Once they are out of the oven, pour the lemon mixture onto the cakes.  

 

Attention: Fidget Spinners   
  
Please can parents/carers be aware that the new Fidget Spinners are not allowed within school (see 
picture below) as they do not aid concentration, in fact they are more of a distraction. Any of these 
toys seen in lessons will be confiscated.  
 
We do have appropriate fidget toys available in school which are issued through referrals from staff. 
Students who feel they need a fidget toy should speak to their form tutor in the first instance. 
 

 

Mrs Carrier, Director of Learning Support  

http://www.asseenontvandbeyond.com/Fidget-Spinner--The-Original-Stress-Relief-Toy_p_357.html


      www.shenleyacademy.org.uk     enquiry@shenleyacademy.org.uk 

 Athletics Club 
 

Track & Field 
Meet at Sports Hall One 
Tuesday and Thursday 

3:00pm – 4.15pm 
Thursday Satellite 4.00pm-5.00pm 

Boys and Girls – All Years                                                        
 

Bring full Shenley Academy  
 

Week Beg:  
Tuesday  2nd May 2017 

Will Be:  
Week  One  

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
Acceptance  

DEAR  
Period 2 

 

 
 

Sainsbury’s School Vouchers. 
 

We are collecting Sainsbury’s       
vouchers. 

 
Please could you send any vouchers in 

with your son/daughter. 
 

Many Thanks  

Shenley Academy  
Summer Term Diary Dates 

 
  

Tuesday 2nd May 2017:  
Students return to school 
8.35am  


