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Revision: it’s best to start early…. 
 

Bank holiday over, the sun is shining and the smell of cut grass is in the air…. That must mean that exam season is nearly 
upon us! 
 

There is no getting away from it that the GCSE and BTEC exam papers are becoming increasingly challenging each year. 
The reality of that is that students cannot rely on their classroom learning alone to get the information and skills that they 
will need into their heads ready for sitting in front of that paper. Many teachers are now through the main part of the course 
and revising as much as they can in their lessons, but even though it might feel like students are with us for most of the 
day, the reality is that there are not enough hours in school for us to be able to cover everything. And so this is where 
good quality revision comes in. 
 

There are lots of resources available to support students, and many of them are online. Maths make great use of Hegarty 
Maths for homework (https://hegartymaths.com/login/learner), but there is nothing stopping students from logging in and 
completing maths beyond their homework. Little and often is a good tip for building confidence in maths, and the videos 
and exercises in Hegarty Maths are a good way to do 30 minutes a day. Before you know it you are confident and compe-
tent in maths. 
 

And of course there are lots of different revision books out there. Make sure that your son/daughter chooses the right one 
though. Each exam board has different requirements for their exam papers, and choose the wrong book and they will be 
revising the wrong information. Get them to check with their teacher before spending money on revision books: there’s 
nothing worse than buying the wrong book for delaying the start of great revision. 
BBC Bitesize have lots of hints and tips on great revision and you can visit it by clicking here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/levels/z98jmp3. Again, make sure that they choose the right exam board when they click through on the subject. 
 

Finally, a few top tips from me: 
Start revising early 
 i.e. months, not days before the exam. Make a timetable to plan your revision and stick to it 
 

Don't spend ages making your notes look pretty 
 this is just wasting time. For diagrams, include all the details you need to learn, but don't try to produce a work of 

art. Limit yourself to 2 or 3 colours so you don't get carried away colouring things in. 
 

Stick revision notes all around your house 
 so in the exam you think — "aha, quadratic equations, they were on the fridge..." 
 

Sit at a proper desk 
 don't try to revise in bed — you'll be in the land of pink igloos and elephants before you can say "Captain Birdseye". 
 

Don't just read your notes 
 you have to WRITE STUFF DOWN.  
 

Do lots of practice exam papers 
This is especially important as you get close to the exams. Your teacher can let you have some…. And you can ask for 
some in your next lesson! 
 
We know that all of our students can do really well in the exams this year – but we know that this doesn’t come without 
hard work in their own time. If your son/daughter hasn’t started already…. It’s not too late – start today! 
With best wishes 
 
 
Mrs L Monk, Principal 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3
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FMSP Maths Feast event at Hillcrest School on 
9th February 

 
I attended the Further Maths Support Programme Maths Feast at Hillcrest School on 9th February 2017 

along with fellow Year 10 students Zak Garland and Che Chamberlain.  We competed against lots of 
schools that were also taking part.  We had to solve very challenging, but interesting maths problems 
that we hadn’t come across before.  We still did not give up, as we were resilient and determined to   
complete the maths problems.  The best part of the Maths Feast was when we had loads of Mentos, and   
doing the countdown challenge.  
 
Even though we came last, there were a few reasons for this.  Firstly, we only had three people on our 
team whereas the other teams had six to ten people.  Secondly, many of the students from other schools 
were in Year 11.  As a result of our determination, we achieved a certificate for the best teamwork out of 
every other group.  We were proud to achieve this certificate and we really enjoyed the event.  
Zain Ahmed, Year 10 
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Year 11 football 
KNSBFA district cup and league fixture 

 
Shenley Academy         3   v    1             Harborne Academy 

Shenley were confirmed as league champions and booked their place in the semi final of the district cup after winning 
this fixture. Shenley were forced to adapt their shape for the match due to injuries and the challenging weather            
conditions. The shenley team set up in a more defensive 4-5-1 formation in order to provide cover for the defence with 
the strong wind blowing everything back towards the Shenley goal. Shenley started the game the brightest out of the two 
teams, with the excellent Alex O’Neill playing the defensive midfield role perfectly to break down Harborne chances,    
allowing Tyreiss Atkinson and Christ Mayuba to have freedom moving forward. Luke Rowe was excellent in bringing the 
ball out from the back, resulting in Shenley still looking to build attacks despite the disadvantage of the wind. Half time 
saw the teams go in at 0-0. Early in the second half Shenley were able to apply pressure with the wind now behind,        
however, got caught out on a counter attack allowing Harborne to take a 1-0 lead. With the wind now behind, Shenley  
were able to change their shape back to 4-4-2, with the introduction of Jordan Rose to support Ben Walker up front.     
Jordan was able to put his lightning pace to early use, closing down the Harborne centre half. Christ Mayuba reacted 
quickly to this, picking up the loose ball, and having the composure to carry the ball across the box and drive a powerful 
shot in to the far top corner to cancel out Harborne’s goal. Shenley had control of the game at this point, however,       
Ezekial Dobrashian-yates had to be on guard when a scramble in the box drew an excellent reaction save from him to 
allow Shenley to maintain their lead. Shenley doubled their lead through a long range Luke Rowe strike which found its 
way through the goal keepers legs. Finally Tyreiss Atkinson produced the goal of the game with another long range effort 
that curled away from the keeper in to the top corner. A well deserved Shenley win after a convincing performance in 
challenging weather conditions to secure a place in the semi final and to be crowned league champions. 
 

KNSBFA district cup semi-final 
 

Shenley Academy         2   v    5           Bartley Green 
This was a fantastic game of football with two strong footballing teams battling it out for a place in the final of the district 
cup. Shenley had the early possession after kick off and were patient in trying to build chances. Luke Rowe was          
controlling the midfield moving the ball from side to side to create gaps in the Bartley green defence. In addition the    
defensive players Cahan Lee, Jack Brayshaw, Adam Hickman and Jake Kettle were confident when dropping off in to 
good positions to provide support backwards when the midfield were stuck going forward. Tyreiss Atkinson was able to 
make some good forward runs throughout the first half, however, Shenley were often a little slow to move the ball forward 
to utilise these when trying to break down Bartley’s strong and physical defence. Unfortunately against the run of play a 
mix up at the back allowed Bartley to find a cross and poke the ball home from close range. This fired Shenley forward 
and towards the end of the first half Shenley nearly had a chance to level the scores with Luke Rowe breaking through, 
only for Bartley to make a well timed tackle in the box. From the Bartley kick off to start the second half Shenley were not 
able to deal with a long ball and Bartley immediately doubled their lead to 2-0. Shenley now had the choice to accept   
defeat or dig deep to pull back, showing the resilience that they always have, Shenley found another level of play and this 
sparked a 5 minute goal frenzy. Some excellent work on the wing from Josh Chirambo and Ben Walker allowed Ben to 
cross the ball to back post. Luke Rowe still had a lot to do but was able to generate good power in his header to get a 
goal back for Shenley. Bartley then quickly scored again to make it 3-1. From the Shenley kick off some excellent wing 
play again resulted in a penalty when the referee was well positioned to spot a handball in the box. Cahan Lee confident-
ly put this away in the bottom corner to make it 3-2. Shenley now had to push to find another goal to take the game to 
extra time. While doing this Bartley were able to break and score another two. The game finished 5 – 2 to Shenley, which 
was dissapointing for all after a gutsy and determined team performance. The year 11 team should be proud of their 
manner, conduct and success throughout their five seasons of football at Shenley Academy. They have been a credit to 
the school and we wish them every success in their football after school. 
Team: Class of 2017 Football Honours: 
Year 7 – KNSBFA League Champions, All Birmingham Cup Semi-finalists 
Year 8 – KNSBFA District Cup Winners, League runners up 
Year 9 – KNSBFA League Champions , English Schools regional cup runners up. 
Year 10 - KNSBFA League Champions, All Birmingham Cup Semi-finalists 
Year 11 - KNSBFA League Champions 
 
Anthony Blakeway, Curriculum Leader for Physical Education & Assistant School Games Organiser, Shenley 
Academy 
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SEN reviews 
 
Thank you to all those who have returned the progress review forms for students on the SEN register. 
Please can we remind parent/carers who have yet to complete the review forms to return them as soon 
as possible. 
 
Learning Support  

Old Five Pound Notes  
 

As from Monday the cashless catering machines will not take 
the old five pound notes. 

Please ensure your child does not bring an old five pound note 
into school as we will not be able to exchange it.  

 
Many Thanks  

Week Beg:  
Monday 8th May 2017 

Will Be:  
Week  Two 

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
Christian Aid Week  

DEAR  
Period 3 

 

Shenley Academy  
Summer Term Diary Dates 

Tuesday 9th May 2017: 
Year 10 DTP/MenC Injections  
Wednesday 10th May 2017:  
Year 8 HPV Injections   
Friday 26th May 2017:  
Academy closes for half-term 3pm  
Monday 5th June 2017: 
Students return to the Academy 8.35am  
Monday 12th June 2017:  
Year 9 DTP/MenC injections  
Friday 16th June 2017:  

Sports Day (weather permitting)  
Tuesday 20th June 2017: 
Little Shop of Horrors Evening                   
Performance  
Wednesday 21st June 2017:  
Little Shop of Horrors Evening              
Performance  
Thursday 22nd June 2017: 
Little Shop of Horrors Evening               
Performance  


