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Issue 34 23rd June 2017  

Principal’s Column  
 
Wow! What a week it’s been this week. We started with full dress rehearsal for ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ 
for invited primary schools on Monday, followed by three evening performances and are finishing the 
week with sports day. Combined with soaring temperatures it means that the thoroughly professional 
performance in all events from all staff and students has been even more impressive.  
 
‘Little Shop of Horrors’ was a superb production. From the creation of the set, to the polished choreog-
raphy and perfectly pitched singing, the show had us all enthralled from curtain up. It is so good to see 
such a pool of young talent in our school and a commitment to delivering an amazing production. I am 
sure that the memory of taking part in this show will remain with our students. For some of them this will 
be their final production, and we wish them well as they head off to university to pursue their dream of a 
life in the arts. Thank you for your amazing contribution to the arts here at Shenley and we know that 
you will be a hard act to follow! 
 
As I write this newsletter Sports Day has already started and the competition is hotting up between    
colleges! I think we are all quietly relieved that the warm weather has broken to something which is 
more palatable for racing in. Again though, just as with the show earlier in the week it is so good to see 
our students participating in the events and giving their all to running for glory for their college. The   
dedication which competitors are showing to their events again demonstrates an understanding of our 
focus on achieving a growth mindset and growing as an individual through your contribution to our  
community. The 6th form are supporting the event today, alongside many of our sports leaders, and so 
this is a day which is run with and for our students, and shows just how well our young people have   
taken our six core values of the Shenley Horizons curriculum to heart.  
 
A reminder to all parents and carers that we look forward to seeing you this time next week at our 
Parent/Carer Review Day. In previous years this event has taken place both at the beginning of the 
year, and part way through our year. We have listened to feedback and recognise that you value this 
face to face communication as much as we do. You will each have received a personally timed meeting 
to see your son/daughter’s form tutor. We trust that you will find this event as useful as we know that we 
will, and rest assured that we will also be seeking to start our school year with a similar event. 
 
And so I sign off to head out to the field and to shout encouragement to each and every one of our col-
leges! 
 
With best wishes 
 
Lucy Monk, Principal 
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Forward Thinking Programme – University of Birmingham 
 
Monday 19th June saw the Launch event for the new year 8 cohort beginning their journey on the 4 

year Forward Thinking Programme. This is a programme organised by the University of Birmingham 

that provides students with the opportunity of regularly experiencing what University is like, and 

providing information and guidance about the options our young people have for their futures.         

Students enjoyed a tour around the campus, learning about some of the 33,000 different university 

degree courses and thinking about their aspirations for the future. The day was thoroughly enjoyable 

and concluded with a presentation in the Great Hall, the venue at which University of Birmingham    

students celebrate their graduation. Parents were invited for the evening and enjoyed a very           

passionate and enthusiastic talk with a motivational speaker, who really reminded everyone that we 

can all be amazing, but we must encourage others and act now! The four Shenley students that were 

involved represented the Academy impeccably and I hope they are excited for more events next year! 
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Newsletter article: Prêt à travailler 
 

Congratulations to three of our Year 12 students – Abdullahi Dhahir, Sam 
McGurk and Connor Ryan – who have been selected to  take part in Pret A 
Manger’s Big Work Experience  Week. 
 
The Big Work Experience Week is a national initiative with 500 16-18 year olds 
taking part.  Each participant will be based in a Pret shop close to home, and 
spend the week shadowing and learning from employees based in both the kitchen and the shop.  As a 
result they will gain invaluable insight into the world of work, the key roles available at Pret and opportu-
nities for developing their future careers. 
 
We are really proud of these three for having the maturity and confidence to apply for such an eye-
opening experience, and for producing the high-quality applications that secured them their places.   
Miss J Bolton, A2 Form Tutor and Maths Teacher 
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Shenley Students Meet With Aspens Caterers to Dish Up Exciting Initiatives 
 
Theme Days 
On Monday 19th June, the Academy and College Council met with Darren Swadling from Aspens Ca-
tering, to discuss the current break and lunchtime menu and how it can be improved. We also ad-
dressed the idea of introducing theme days to the calendar which was greatly received. These days 
will be based around the themes: Traditional English, American Independence Day, Mexican, Christ-
mas, Pancake Day and Chinese New Year. Promotion flyers and posters are currently being produced 
to inform you of the upcoming dates that these theme days will take place and you will soon be able to 
find them around school – so make sure to look out for them! So far, we have arranged with Aspens to 
make Tuesday 4th July the day that we will put on an American theme for American Independence 
Day and Friday 14th July will be Traditional English. 
 
The Academy and College Council will meet up with Aspens again shortly to confirm these dates and 
we will inform you of them via posters and flyers soon. We look forward to the theme and reward days.  
Reward Event 
 
In addition to theme days, we also discussed potential reward events which will take place during key 
periods of the next academic year. This will be to encourage students to maintain excellent behaviour, 
vivos and attendance.  
 
On Monday 24th July 2017, our summer rewards day will be taking place at break time, in which stu-
dents who have achieved 100% attendance for the remaining five weeks will be rewarded with a sum-
mer treat! Even if you haven’t got the best attendance so far this year there is still time to make that 
right so you can achieve the reward. 
 

Suzi Banks J1 (Academy Council) 
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“Researchers have found that basic social skills such as taking turns, listening and simply 
being nice are just as important to children’s academic success as the subjects they 
study. If we increase social skills, we see increases in academic learning. That doesn’t 
mean that social skills make you smarter; it means that these skills make you more amena-
ble to learning”    Vanderbilt University Study 

 Good manners 
 Voice—volume and tone 
 Asking for help 
 Disagreeing in a respectful way 
 Using people’s names when speaking to 

them 
 Waiting for your turn to speak 
 
 

 Good eye contact 
 Standing/sitting straight 
 Showing you are  

listening 
 Smiling and  

nodding your head 
 

In the classroom 
At home 
In the community 
At work 
Online 

As well as developing our six character virtues, by practicing good social skills at home 
and in the classroom, we can help prepare your child for success in the community and 
the world of work. 
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Shenley Academy  
Summer  Term Diary Dates  

 
Wednesday 28th June 2017:  
Year 6 Information Gathering Evening  
Thursday 29th June 2017: 
Year 6 Information Gathering Evening  
Friday 30th June 2017: 
Academic and Review Day (appointment letters  have 
been sent out) 
Tuesday 7th July 2017: 
Immersion Day 3 
Wednesday 5th July 2017: 
Year 6 Induction Day—Year 7 students not in school  
Monday 10th July 2017; 
Training Day—students not in 
school  
Wednesday 12th July 2017: 
Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday 25th July 2017: 
End of Term  

Week Beg:  
Monday 26th June 2017 

Will Be:  
Week  Two 

On the Academy  Timetable.  
Theme for Assemblies/ Form 

 Is:  
Eid 

DEAR  
Period 4 


