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Principals Column 
 

And the last week has dawned, with many other schools in Birmingham having already started their summer holidays! I 
would like to start my final newsletter of the year by saying a huge ‘thank you’ to all parents and carers, staff and students 
for making my first year as Principal of Shenley so enjoyable. Moving from Sussex to Birmingham meant that I could 
have felt a long way from home. Instead, the welcome from the Midlands has been amazing. Thank you for helping me 
settle into the Shenley way so quickly, and I look forward to many more years of getting to know you all. 
 

The last week has been an amazing celebration of all that I have learned about Shenley in the last 10 months. Tuesday 
to Friday saw the Heads of College hosting me and their students to award certificates of achievement for vivos,         
attendance and lack of negative logs. Each and every student who received an award shook hands with me and it was 
such a great pleasure to congratulate them on their awards. The vast majority of our students walked away with a       
certificate to mark their achievement, and this is real testament to the hard work and commitment which they show to the 
culture of our academy. I still feel enormous pride when I show visitors around our academy and they comment on the 
calm and purposeful environment which exists. That culture is only achieved by all of our staff and students being      
committed to maintaining it. Please do make sure that you display their certificates throughout the summer holiday to re-
mind them what they have achieved this year. 
 

The foyer of the academy saw the most amazing array of art work growing over the course of last week in preparation for 
the art exhibition. This was hosted by the Art Department on Thursday evening and was a celebration of GCSE and 
BTEC work from Y11 and the 6th form. The range of talent is impressive, and there was even a point during the week 
where younger students were able to observe 6th formers sketching ‘live’ onto the display boards in response to an artist 
that they had been studying. The exhibition will finally be taken down on Tuesday this week, and I have no doubt that 
many of our students will have been suitably inspired by its contents in the time that it has been up. Thank you to Mr 
Webster and Mrs Lawlor for ensuring that their students are able to achieve such a high standard of art work. 
 

For those of us who attended the CBSO Centre on Thursday evening to enjoy the culmination of this year’s CBSO project 
we also heard and saw outstanding performances from our students. This year the project has taken a different route 
from previous years, and instead of focusing on original composition, the orchestra has mentored our students in         
performance skills. Both as soloists and full orchestra they performed a number of arrangements of popular songs. The 
standard was as impressive as the venue itself. I don’t think that anyone in the room was left in any doubt as to why we 
choose to support music at Shenley. I know of very few schools these days which boast their own orchestra, with the full 
array of strings, brass, percussion and woodwind – and yet there they were right in front of us. We are hoping to post a 
video of their performance onto the website shortly, but if you would like to hear some short excerpts of their                 
performances please follow us on twitter @ShenleyOfficial. Mrs Wiggan, Mr Horgan and their team of peripatetic     
teachers do an amazing job and a huge thank you to all of them both from me and of course all of the students who ben-
efit from working with them. A reminder that we do not charge for music lessons in KS3: if having watched the       perfor-
mance online you would like your son/daughter to have instrumental lessons on their return in September please ask 
them to talk to their music teacher. As a music teacher myself I could be accused of being biased towards the arts – but 
quite frankly when you see and hear such a professional standard of performance it shouldn’t be any great surprise at all!   
 

The end of the week saw students who had achieved an award spending the afternoon celebrating their hard work with their friends. 

I’m sure that they do appreciate the certificates that they receive, but I could definitely see how much they appreciate the chance to 

eat pizza, sweets and play board games, play table tennis and listen to their favourite music with other like-minded students.       

Congratulations to all of those students who were able to join the celebration event – keep up the great work next year! 

                Continued... 
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And so we come to the end of year goodbyes to staff who will be moving on from Shenley, either to other roles within      
E-ACT, to promotions within other schools or even to finally enjoy retirement. Ms Saad-Rehman (Science), Mr Cannan 
(PE and Science), Mr Crowley (Maths), Mrs Butler (Maths) and Ms Bolton (Maths) all joined us ready for the start of this 
academic year. Thank you for your commitment to your classes this year and we wish you every success in your new 
ventures.  
 
Miss Bennett (Dance) has been with us at Shenley for two academic years now as both a trainee teacher, and then as 
newly qualified teacher of dance. Miss Bennett will be moving to another E-ACT academy and so she will remain within 
our family of academies. Mr Manners (Assistant Principal for Maths and Numeracy) has also been with us for two years. 
He will also be staying within E-ACT, but will be taking on the role of Regional Leader for Maths and so will be working 
with E-ACT academies across the Midlands region, and indeed the national area too. We wish him every success in his 
new role, but are hopeful that he will return to lead our cheerleaders in Sports Day as well as continuing to work with our 
maths teachers and students!  
 
Mrs Barker (English) and Mr Plante (Science) both retired from teaching in July 2016, but returned to part-time teaching 
in September. Both will be leaving Shenley this summer and finally enjoying the full time pursuits that retirement offers. 
We would like to thank them for their continued work this year, and I know that they will both relish the time and space 
that ‘proper’ retirement will bring. 
 
Finally though, we will be saying good-bye to Miss Heath. Miss Heath started her life at Shenley in 1998 – 19 years ago. 
Initially as a teacher she quickly progressed to the post of Curriculum Leader for Health & Social Care. In 2012 she was 
appointed as a Head of College and 6th Form and I know that many students will remember their time in the 6th form  with 
great fondness as a result of her leadership. She is passionate about making sure that students are supported to move 
onwards to apprenticeships, university or employment with the very best qualifications and those all-important life skills.  
Miss Heath is stepping away from leadership of the 6th form in her new school and back to her life as a curriculum leader 
of vocational subjects, and we all wish her every success as she settles into a new school. Thank you Miss Heath for all 
that you have done for the 6th form and Shenley over the 19 years that you have been with us. Your calm presence is 
very much appreciated and will be missed. 
 
As is the life of any school new teachers will start with us in September, and indeed our newly qualified colleagues have 
already joined the team in the last few weeks to get their feet under the table and be ready for the new academic year. 
More introductions in the new academic year but in the meantime a huge ‘thank you’ to all of those colleagues who will 
be moving onto new posts. They have touched the lives of many students over the time that they have been at Shenley, 
and we appreciate all that you have given to the school. 
 
Returning to school in September will be staggered across two days of parent review meetings. During August you will be 
sent an appointment time for either Wednesday 6th September or Thursday 7th September. Please do ensure that you 
are available to attend this parent review meeting. We will be inviting families to come together to make this process as 
easy as possible but we will want to ensure that we meet with all families on these days to ensure the best possible start 
to the new academic year. All students will then return to the academy on Friday 9th September 2017. 
 
In the meantime I would like to wish you all a safe, happy and healthy summer break and I look forward to seeing you all 
again in September. 

 

With best wishes 
 
Lucy Monk 

Principal 
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Times Table Superstars Rock On 
 
 

For the past six months, all of our Year 7 pupils have been completing a carefully sequenced            
programme of daily times tables practice called Times Tables Rock Stars.   
 
To celebrate the strengthening of their fundamental maths skills, the Department sent six of their best 
and brightest Times Tables Rock Stars to the regional Rock Stars Wrangle event at St Edmund      
Campion Catholic School in Sutton.  The event was attended by twenty other schools in the region, 
with some schools travelling in from as far as Derby.   
 
Our Shenley Six competed against teams from other schools testing their knowledge of multiplication 
and division up to the twelve times table.  The Shenley Six performed valiantly but unfortunately didn’t 
make it past the qualifying round.   
 
For the rest of day the students took part in problem-solving and puzzle challenges, posed for some 
great rock star photographs and entered the Air Guitar Competition – where participants were invited to 
play to a medley of rock tunes lasting 60 seconds.   
 
Attending enrichment trips is seen as a privilege and the Shenley Six displayed exemplary behaviour, 
representing the Academy with pride.   
 
The Shenley Six will be back, perhaps with a different line-up, but in the meantime they promise to 
rock on! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

The Shenley Six are: Kenon Brookes, Brandon Ellis, Logan Chick, Harvey Knight, Stephanie Tang, 
Marie-Ange Siegfried,  
 
 
Jonathon Linton, Maths Teacher 
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On Friday 14th July, myself and 10 other students in Year 9 performed our dance piece at the Patrick Centre. 
 
A few weeks prior, an instructor from the company who ran the ‘U Dance’ challenge came into school to tell us about 
the event and led a workshop for us to begin the dance. First, Tori asked us what ideas we had for a theme and what 
type of dance we wanted to do. As a group, we decided on a contemporary routine with a theme of the ‘Fear of the 
Unknown’. Tori taught us her phrase, giving us an idea of the story we wanted to tell. We split into small groups,       
choreographing a short routine and then joined with another group to accumulate our ideas. Alongside the ensembles, 
solos and duets were incorporated into the piece.   
 
On Tuesday 11th July, all eleven performers met in the dance studio and finished the choreography. As the deadline 
approached, we used our time management skills to complete the routine in just 2 hours! Before we travelled to the 
venue, we polished what needed work and made final adjustments with the help of Miss Rowell and Miss Bennett.  
 
On arriving, some of us were nervous as we had never performed in such a prestigious environment. Despite this, the 
performance went wonderfully as we all performed confidently and with professionalism; I’m very proud of the team 
and our approach to the entire event.  
 
We were also invited to the main competition in which we saw many professional performances. It was interesting to 
see so many types of dance. We particularly enjoyed the hip hop and contemporary fusions. 
 
 Thank you to Tori, Miss Rowell, and Miss Bennett for all their support in this great experience. 

 

Written by Charlie Hannam, Arts Ambassador on behalf of the Dance Department. 
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UNIQ experience 

 

                                                        

 

 

An academic life at the University of Oxford can seem daunting, whether due to workload concerns or that mixing with a group of       

intellectuals you’ve never met before can feel really uncomfortable position at first.  These were some of the worries that I  had when   

applying to the Oxford UNIQ Summer School, and my thoughts about the six-day trip – and about studying my degree at Oxford – started 

off as negative.  

 

This unique experience, however, completely changed my perspective on life at a highly competitive university.  I have been lucky 

enough to be able to experience first-hand that it is possible for a normal pupil to get into a prestigious university and that the work isn't 

as overwhelming as it might seem, especially if you are inspired and motivated about your subject.  

 

At the Summer School you get a taste of what life would be like living away from home and how difficult – or easy – life would be whilst 

studying at university.  I got to experience lectures with Professors that are passionate about their field of research, as well as seminars 

with tutors (mine were with PhD students).  I even had the chance to have tutorials – one-to-one discussions about your chosen subject.  

The Summer School also included social activities which were especially entertaining; the Oxford Imps (a student comedy improvisation 

group) are highly recommended.  The people at Oxford are not what you might stereotypically imagine, and most come from normal 

backgrounds which was a relief for me as I had thought that everybody there would be posh and stuck-up.   

 

Furthermore, I feel that going to university at Oxford – or even just attending their Summer School – will open so many doors and      

possibilities in life.  I would definitely recommend a Summer School experience to anybody that is unsure about themselves and their 

academic future but have their teachers’ faith in them.  The application for the UNIQ Summer School wasn’t difficult or time-consuming 

and, as I experienced, the great staff at Shenley are more than glad to help with a personal statement or any other part of the application.   

All in all, the Summer School is an amazing, eye-opening opportunity which, like it did for me, may shape your future. 

 

Massi Kohistani, A1 (and future History graduate!) 
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Performing andCreative arts news 2016 - 2017 

 
ArtDepartment 

 
 

Mr Webster and Mrs Lawlor have had a fun-packed year in the art department! We have visited the 
thought provoking work of Barbara Walkers Exhibition Shock and Awe at the Mac in Birmingham. And 
the Oliver Jones Exhibition Divine at Walsall Art Gallery.  Both exhibitions and unit briefs have helped 
our students develop more independent skills with thoughtful intentions and refinement.  These          
exhibitions have allowed the students to absorb the importance of art work and to understand the      
historical, cultural and social circumstances behind the creation and creator in Art. 
 
The Barbara Walker Exhibition was fantastic in helping the students gain a better understanding of how 
to develop ideas as well as understanding the intentions of the artist. This has led to our exciting Art   
Exhibition at Shenley Academy where students inspired by Barbara Walker’s work produced ideas and 
work which showed both maturity and sensitivity in approach. 
 
Our mission is to deliver successful and fulfilling projects for students from year 7 right through to year 
13 inspire confidence, nurture talent and deliver results!  
 
As a department we have been pleased with the ideas explored, artists studied and artistic techniques 
and processes used by year 7 upwards, making them valuable learning tools for others. I have been im-
pressed with the positive attitude especially of our exam students  towards their work this year. Year 13 
have encapsulated  the very essence of our sixth form, filling the art studios with an electric atmosphere 
that everyone enjoys and which has been invaluable for the Year 12 in seeing their approach and      
reflecting on this to the point of relishing every aspect of their studies. 
 

Well what a year we have had in performing and creative arts! The Little Shop of Horrors performance in 
June showcased the unique talent and performing skills of our students from all ages. With a special 
mention to our Year 13 students who we know will go on to ‘light up and entertain’ many more to come! 
Good luck and all of our best wishes to our rising stars Liam Tipper, Catherine Masters, Charlie        
Hannam, Jack Southwould, Charlotte Owen and Charlie Simmonds!   
 
And finally a thank you to all of the performing and creative arts staff who ‘go above and beyond’ every 
day to ensure our students have the chance to explore their creativity and shine! 
 
 
 
Mrs Edie-Pabla 
Assistant principal for PERFORMING AND CREATIVE ARTS 
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DANCE DEPARTMENT 2016-2017 

 
This year has been yet another fantastic, busy year for the dance department and we are so proud of the students’ 
hard work and dedication. Students have been involved in numerous events and activities throughout the year 
which has required them to demonstrate their commitment and passion to the subject. 
 
At the beginning of the year students attended our extensive extracurricular programme to work on their technical 
skills and collaboratively choreograph dance pieces for our annual Dance Fusion. As always the students          
represented the department fantastically and gained a lot from performing in front of a bigger audience. 
 
Our resident dance company UMC performed their audition piece for the “Great Big Dance Off” and got through to 
the semi-finals again! The group is really flourishing with new members attending. 
 
In the spring term students were involved in a BTEC Showcase to share their exam work giving others’ an insight in 
to what they had been working on and it was a great performance opportunity! Students then went on to celebrate 
International dance day, dancing all day without a break to an open audience charity and towards the cost of the 
whole school musical. Well done to our dancers! Other performance opportunities came in the form of an Easter 
celebration of dance collaborating with Halesowen College and more recently a curtain raiser for UDance a profes-
sional dance company based at the Hippodrome.  In addition to this, students visited London to attend “Move it” a 
large dance convention celebrating dance in all its forms. Students participated in classes with professionals and 
looked at potential career opportunities in the field. 
 
Overall the dance department would like to take the time to thank all of the students who have contributed over the 
past and previous years and we are so excited about what is to come next year! Watch this space! 
 
Dance Department 
 

 

 



      www.shenleyacademy.org.uk     enquiry@shenleyacademy.org.uk 

 

Drama Department 
 
We have had yet another busy year in the drama department which has included television appearances, performances 
and man eating plants.  
 
We started the year off with Sir Lenny Henry visiting the school to promote the ‘National Theatre On Demand in Schools’ 
service which was aired live on BBC Breakfast and throughout the day on BBC News. This required our pupils to perform 
extracts from scripts to the camera, be questioned by presenters and ask Sir Lenny Henry questions during a Q&A      
session.  
 
In October and December we had the comedic performance of ‘The Mishap’s at Haversham Manor’ which saw a group of 
accident-prone thespians battling against all odds to make it through to their final curtain call, with hilarious                    
consequences. The audience were kept on their toes throughout with one audience member stating in the interval that 
she had to go to the toilet to replace her mascara as it had ran down her face from crying with laughter too much…a good 
sign of a comedy performance! 
 
Our annual ‘New Beginnings’ showcase evening in December saw our year 10 and 11 students performing to a live      
audience as part of their drama qualification. The year 10 performances were devised by the students and based on the 
theme of ‘Trapped’ and year 11 performed in an abridged version of Macbeth. 
 
In December our Year 12 and 13 BTEC level 3 pupils toured primary schools to perform to year two and year five as part 
of their T.I.E Unit focusing on the themes of Healthy Eating and Staying Healthy Online. 
 
Our Young REP group have been busy this year as they created and performed a version of Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ in 
the DOOR at the REP in March. The students were challenged to incorporate physical theatre and movement into the 
performance whilst also remembering all of the Shakespearean language, which they managed to do incredibly well.  
 
After a very busy couple of months rehearsing, making set, creating props and sourcing costume; the whole school       
musical production of 'The Little Shop of Horrors' was a complete success with the audience praising the professional 
standard of the show and the talent of the pupils involved. 
 
To finish off the year, our year ten pupils shared a selection of duologues to an audience as part of the drama course and 
the Young REP drama club looked into masked theatre before devising a satirical comedy performance.  
 
Looking ahead to next year we have some very exciting projects planned with the Young REP, our KS3 drama club will be 
staging a mini musical written by Mr Page whilst our KS5 drama club will be performing as part of the ‘National Theatre 
Connections’ Festival led by Miss Brown.  
 
David Page  
Curriculum Leader Drama 
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Legal work experience 
 

I spent my week of work experience in a local Solicitors law firm, and despite thinking that it would have been a really 

hard week, I found it to be an experience that I will always be grateful and appreciative for.  

During the week, with the consent of both the Solicitor and his clients, I was able to sit in on meetings and see how      
different scenarios unfolded when dealing with immigration law.  To top it off, the last day consisted of me going to     

Sheldon Court to have an experience of how cases are carried out in the court with the Judge.  

Through taking part in this experience, I found that this has in a way confirmed my career choice (Commercial Lawyer/
Solicitor) as I know what I would be getting myself into: the long hours, the hard work and the required determination and 
patience.  Although it was a week of work experience, the week as a whole allowed me to get to know my manager on a 
personal level which will be beneficial for me as he told me what I needed to do when applying to study law and the many 
different career options you can pursue having obtained a law degree.  Additionally, it means that I now have a contact in 

the world of law.  

Overall, I believe that this week is one of the most important weeks of your Sixth Form career, as it helps to clarify your 
decisions about your future studying and career much better than just guessing that you will like that profession for the 

rest of your life.  

Youngui Kemoko, Year 12 

Arrangements for the start of the 
Autumn Term 2017 

Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th September: Staff Training Days  

Wednesday 6th September : Parental Interview Day for Years 8, 9, 10, 11, and 13 non siblings 

Thursday 7th September : Parental Interview Day for Year 7,12,  and any siblings through the 
years, and also an induction programme for our BCFC students 

 

Friday 8th September – Pastoral Day 

 
Students to arrive at school as follows: 
 

8.35am: Year 12 and 13 report to theatre 

8.35am: Year 11 report to the theatre for assembly 

8.55am: Year 7 report to the theatre for assembly 

9.25am: Year 8 report to the theatre for assembly 

9.45am: Year 9 report to the theatre for assembly 

10.05am: Year 10 report to the theatre for assembly 


