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Issue 31 - 22nd June 2018

Headteacher Column

Friday evening at the CBSO Centre was the venue for a fantastic display of Shenley 
Academy talent. I was privileged to be in the audience for the performance from the 
seventh annual CBSO Musical Leadership project. This year it featured performers 
from our orchestra and vocal group who had been rehearsing together for 1 week to 
produce a thoroughly professional performance for us.

I think all of us in the audience were impressed by the standard of performance, 
and the commitment which has been shown by each of the young people to music 
making this week. It’s the first time that we have condensed the project into 1 week, 
and this makes it all the more intense, and to a certain degree more like the life of 
a professional musician. The project consists of rehearsals with musicians from the 
CBSO on pieces which have been arranged for our musicians and our combination 
of instruments. It’s hard work; there’s no denying that! None of our musicians  had 
seen the music at the beginning of the week, but by Friday they were performing live 
in front of an audience with not one, but two professional conductors at the helm. 
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Headteacher Column

And of course normal life had to continue for them all in addition to rehearsals. So 
for our Y10 pupils they were juggling revision for their exams with rehearsals. For 
Y7-9 pupils they were in and out of lessons and rehearsals. For Y11 pupils who have 
finished their GCSE exams, it was back to work and school life for them whilst the 
rest of their year group were enjoying the first moments of relaxation that they’ve had 
all year!

Did we hear a moan or a groan? Not at all. Each one of our musicians showed resilience, 
self-belief and respect for our academy values in their commitment to the project. The 
result? A stunning performance which moved all of us in the audience both through 
the beauty of the performance itself, alongside the joy of seeing a huge range of 
young people lost in the enjoyment of music.

We commit a significant amount of our pupil premium funding each year to both 
this project and to the Birmingham Music Service lessons which enable pupils to be 
able to participate in such a project.  It takes far more commitment than 1 week of 
rehearsals to be able to be part of something like this, and whether you have weekly 
group instrumental lessons or are part of one of our vocal groups you benefit from 
the funding which we commit to music making. We believe, and I believe, that this 
is part of the core commitment which we make to our young people. The arts and 
sport are the extra life of school which can be missed if we simply focus on academic 
outcomes. What will those young people who took part on Friday remember from 
their school days? Well, I’m sure that their lives will benefit from the great GCSE and 
A Level results which we will support them to achieve, but the memorable  moment 
that they will look back on in years to  come are unlikely to be those of sitting in the 
sports hall completing a Geography GCSE paper! Much more likely is the fun, the joy, 
and the sense of being in a team working to a united goal which we saw in front of 
us on Friday evening.

With best wishes,

Lucy Monk
Headteacher
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Attendance Information

Why is attendance such a big deal

TRUE - A student 
with 100% 

attendance is nearly 
three times more 

likely to achieve an 
excellent set of 

grades (with English 
and Maths) than 

someone with 85% 
attendance.

Attending school 
makes a BIG 

difference, and will 
positively impact on 
your future choices!

TRUE – There are 
175 non school days 
in a year! That is an 
incredible amount 

of time to spend on 
family time, 

holidays, shopping, 
household jobs and 

appointments.

Nearly 48% of the 
days in the year 
are non school 

days. It would be 
ridiculous to miss 

school without 
good reason.

Attendance
*= school target

Approximate days missed by the end of 
the year

100% 0

99% 2

98% 4

97% 6

96%* 8 

95% 10 (two school weeks)

94% 12

93% 14

92% 16 (over three school weeks)

91% 18

90% 20 (an entire school month)

85% 29 (an entire half term)

80% 38 (nearly 8 school weeks)

What does my attendance look like?

GOOD NEWS – By being in school you are increasing your 
overall attendance record and giving yourself the very 

best chance of building for a successful future.
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Performing & Creative Arts

Tickets on sale now!
Adults £3 - Students £2

Please see Mr Long at the student reception 
desk at breaktimes
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Performing & Creative Arts
DANCE NEWS!

Ellie Tipper and Grace Brook have been successful in gaining a place on the CADT programme 
in Birmingham which was an opportunity brought to them through our resident RDC Youth 
teacher Sara Macqueen. Grace tells us a little bit more about this fantastic opportunity and 
how she felt when she got in!

CADT (Centre for Advanced Dance Training)

What is CADT?

“CADT is a dance-based training programme that teaches aspiring 
young people to reach their full potential when dancing. They 
challenge their dancers, which can lead to a successful career in 
dance.  If you gain a place you have a regular ballet and contemporary 
ballet class followed by a creative class. At the auditions they talked 
about how they think creativity creates a brilliant dancer that will 
help when working with choreographers. CADT takes place at 
the studios of the danceXchange based within the Birmingham 
Hippodrome every Sunday from 10.45am to 5.30pm for 6 hours 
and 45 minutes. 
As part of the program you also get to have lessons led by professional dancers from a 
variety of amazing dance companies like the Birmingham Royal Ballet and RDC (Rutherford 
Dance Company). Throughout the academic year the do summer intensives and other 
performance opportunities.”

The Audition Process

“When I auditioned they looked at our technique, flexibility and musicality. Then they wanted 
to see how much we enjoyed ourselves and how much we could ‘let go’ whilst dancing. After 
this we participated in a creative class where we walked around the room doing different 
warm ups to help us with our spatial awareness. We then made several phrases during a 
creative session.  For the interview part of the audition they sent me in by myself first and I 
was asked a few questions about my dance training and how I balance it with school. 
I found out I had been successful in gaining a place when I arrived home. My mum immediately 
exclaimed: “I had a letter from danceXchange today…” From the massive grin on her face I 
could just tell it was good news. I did scream a lot when I found out because I was nervous 
and excited. I am so excited to really put my skills to the test and be an even better dancer!”

The Dance Department are incredibly proud of Grace and Ellie for being successful in the 
auditions. We look forward to hearing more!

WELL DONE!
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Humanities

Spotlight on Humanities

Have you ever wondered what your child studies in their humanities lessons; RE, geography 
and history? We thought we would share with you what they have been studying this term.

Year 7 have been studying Buddhism and completing some fantastic work on religion in 
society. They have been really concentrating on their evaluation skills and using feedback 
to improve their work.  Next topic, they will be focusing on religious festivals analysing key 
features and why these are important to religious people.

In geography year 7 students have been studying crime in our local area and how cities 
can be planned to be more sustainable in the future.  Did you know that one of the most 
common crimes in our local area is anti-social behaviour?  Students have been looking at 
different methods of reducing this type of crime.

In history year 7 have been studying the Black Death; causes, consequences and treatments 
used during the Middle Ages. This brought in to sharp focus the magnificent development 
in medicine over time. It also gave us the opportunity to highlight how fortunate we are to 
have one of the best hospitals in the country; The Queen Elizabeth, right on our doorstep.

Crime has also been studied by students in year 8 in RE but with a focus on the aims of 
punishments and how effective they are in the UK. They will 
be comparing crime rates and considering whether the UK 
should bring back capital punishment. 

In geography, year 8 have been studying the causes of 
flooding, with a focus on case studies from the UK.  With the 
recent floods some students were able to share the personal 
impact and the impact on friends and family. Prevention and 
government action has also been covered.

In history, students have been studying life after slavery and 
the Civil Rights Movement.  They have been evaluating the 
significance of different factors in bringing about change 
and how civil rights still has a massive impact on us today.

In Key Stage 4, The Holocaust has been studied by year 9 students in their RE lessons. They 
have considered the different ways in which Jewish people may have been affected by this 
terrible atrocity and have developed great empathy for them.  They have also linked in ideas 
of ‘Trust and Sacrifice’, and thought about how religious texts may have helped them during 
times of suffering. 
Year 9 have also reflected on how to make sure the Holocaust is never repeated, linking 
to this other Genocides in our recent history. We are now looking at the topic of ‘Morality’, 
specifically medical ethics. Students are developing excellent debating skills. 
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Humanities
We encourage our pupils to think deeply in RE, to challenge 
each other’s way of thinking in a respectful manner, taking 
on board other people’s viewpoints, including religious 
attitudes.

A year 10 GCSE group have been completing some 
excellent work on Islam; beliefs and practice. They have 
been looking at the five pillars of Islam in detail and 
evaluating the importance of this to Muslims, especially as 
Ramadan has just finished.  

Did you know that Birmingham’s Eid celebrations are the 
largest in Europe and attract tens of thousands of people each 
year? This has a very positive impact on the local economy.

Year 9 and 10 students have been studying global ecosystems in geography and looking at 
their characteristics and locations in the world.  Our case study focus has been the tropical 
rain forest where students have made the link between climatic conditions and the structure 
of the ecosystem.

In history, year 9 students have been studying the Norman Conquest of England and its 
social and economic impact.  They have been analysing and evaluating different methods 
used after the conquest to control the population.  The American West has been the topic 
of study in year ten.  Pupils’ have been analysing different factors including the role of 
individuals, communities and the government in the development of the United States. This 
helps them to understand some of the events and methods involved in America becoming 
the superpower that it is today.

As well as the study of a range of topics, students have 
been developing historical skills that will benefit them 
throughout their life. For example they are becoming 
confident in handling different sources and evaluating 
their usefulness for a given enquiry based on the nature, 
purpose and origin of the source.  They are also learning 
the importance of historical narrative when reviewing the 
past and how the incorrect order of events can significantly 
change judgements on causes and consequences.

If you would like any further information about what your child is studying in humanities 
please do not hesitate to contact me or one of the humanities team
• Mrs L Murphy (APF Humanities)
• Mr D.Sweeney (Curriculum Leader for History)
• Mrs L Baker (Curriculum Leader for RE)
• Mrs A.Terry (Senior Lead Practitioner/ Geography)
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Game Development Workshops

How many people do you know play video games? Xbox, Playstation, Nintendo? Do 
you ever wonder how these games are created and brought to life? 

On the 13th June, Year 9 and 10 students had the opportunity to learn how to use 
Construct 2 software to create their very own video games. Carlo, an academic in 
Game Development and Design from Birmingham City University, kindly visited 
Shenley Academy and set up a wonderful workshop, so students could understand 
the processes involved in building a video game world, with characters and objectives. 
Despite all students starting off with a very similar design and template, every student 
came up with a different version of their game, from Mario Bros style coin collecting, 
to bouncing a balloon to reach a target, and even a game loosely based around a 
Donald Trump character. 
After the session, the students appreciated 
how much work goes into constructing a game, 
from the layers of the game environment, to 
the properties of each object and how they 
interact with each other. The session was 
fun and creative, allowing students to either 
follow instructions or put their own unique 
spin on their game. 

With the advances in technology and computing, software design and game 
development are all increasingly sought after skills, with many job prospects for those 
who choose to go into this career. The workshop was designed to give students a 
taste for what computing is like and the different careers involved, and show them how 
these skills are relevant to everyday life (including gaming for the modern teenager). 

What did our students say?
Our students said they enjoyed making the game and experimenting with it. They 
appreciated the new experience, which taught them lots of skills, while also being fun 
and informative! 
• “I like this experience because it gave me an insight into what programming is like. 

I also liked how helpful and informative Carlo was”
• “Enjoyable because I enjoy coding”.
• “Interactive in a fun manner. I learned a lot about game design”
• “I liked how we could modify the game to our likes” 
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There’s something very exciting on the horizon for ALL year 10 students…

On Thursday 5th July, all year 10 students will have the opportunity to find out more about the 
courses on offer in Shenley Academy’s Sixth Form.  During the next 12 months, year 10 students 
will be heavily involved in creating a ‘new’ Sixth Form, especially for them, in preparation for when 
they join in September 2019.  It really is an exciting time for Shenley’s Sixth Form.

So, what is going to happen on Thursday 5th July? Year 
10 students will attend normal lessons but at some point 
during the day, one of their teachers will bring them to the 
Main Foyer, the Sixth Form Centre and the Dining Hall.  
This is where students will be able to find out all about the 
different courses they will study at Sixth Form.  Each course 
on offer will have its own stand with lots of information on 
it with a member on hand to discuss the course with the 
students.  They can speak with the different teachers and 
ask questions about the courses; we have both A Levels and 
BTECs available.  

Furthermore, students can find out about our close links with 
some of our local universities such as Newman University 
and the University of Birmingham and we also have some 
fantastic partnerships with King Edwards VI Five Ways 
School and Birmingham City Football Club.  Year 10 students 
will also be able to visit the Sixth Form Centre on this day 
and as with any good event, there will be some free snacks 
available and ‘goodies’ to take away.  At the end of their 
visit, students will then have the opportunity to sign up for 
Shenley Academy’s Sixth Form there and then!  All of this is 
happening during the school day on Thursday 5th July.

This promises to be a fantastic event for the year 10 students; we’ll make sure we have lots of 
photographs to share with you in a late July edition of the newsletter.

The Sixth Form Team

Project 70 

A Special Sixth Form Event for Year 10
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Science

A group of students from year 9 visited Woodgate Valley Country Park this week on 
a science trip. The students collected insects using pooters, a piece of equipment that 
lets you easily catch insects to observe them without hurting them. 
The students won prizes for collecting the most insects and the most interesting 
insect. 

We also visited the park’s urban farm and discussed the adaptations of a variety of 
animals to their habitats. We saw an unruly group of goats that kept escaping! 

After an ice cream, the students completed a scavenger hunt competition, where they 
had to collect a list of objects from the park and be the first team to complete their list 
and return to base. It was a close contest! 

In the afternoon, we played rounders and football. The students had a brilliant day, 
learning lots about ecology and their local area. Miss Lawrence and Mrs Taylor are so 
proud of the students that came!
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Innovation, Communication & Enterprise (ICE)

In the future, we may be viewing the 14th June 2018 as one of those sliding doors 
moments, where a former Shenley student who is now giving their keynote speech 
upon being inaugurated as Secretary General for the United Nations, is explaining 
how it was studying languages at university that enabled them to rise to such a 
position of importance.

We can all dream I guess, but for six students from year 10, they took a step closer 
to this possibility when they attended a conference hosted by King Edwards High 
School for Girls. The conference was aimed at students who are considering studying 
a language at university or maybe undecided about choosing a language for A Level. 

At the conference, the students experienced mini lectures in Spanish delivered by 
three PHD Students from the University of Oxford, the different combinations of 
courses involving languages at university in general and what A Level languages 
entails. Hopefully, the experience of the day will have inspired these six to consider 
languages as an integral part of their future success.
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Eligibilty Criteria
All students are eligible for the end of half term reward events and end of term Drayton 
Manor trips regardless of previous negative logs or lower attendance. 
Students have had their negative logs re-set back to 0 and their attendance will be 
for this term.
You will need, over the next 6 weeks, less than 10 negative logs to have the opportunity 
to access the reward trip. 
You will have a greater opportunity to join the trip, the lower your negative log count 
is and the higher your attendance, and positive log counts are.
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In line with the introduction of new legislation (the General Data Protection Regulation), 
we are contacting pupils and parents / carers to ensure we have the proper consent 
to hold any biometric data in compliance with the updated legal requirements.

The deadline has now passed for you to return your biometric consent form. 

Until you return the completed consent form, your child will not be able to allocate 
funds to their meal account in school and if you wish for them to continue to purchase 
food from the school canteen, you will need to use ParentPay to top up your account.

Should you wish to reactivate your account you will need to bring a signed consent 
form to Mr Long (a copy can be downloaded via the link below).

For those of you who haven’t yet activated your ParentPay account, please email 
ilong@shenleyacademy.org.uk for your ParentPay username and password.

E-ACT Biometric Consent Form and Information Notice

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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Diary Dates! - w/b 25/06/2018
Academy Timetable - week 2
DEAR - period 4

Monday 25th June 
2018

8.35 - 10.15 Year 11 Leaver’s Assembly

Wednesday 27th 
June 2018

2.30 Meeting for all students involved in the ‘Work Ready 
Roadshow’ Venue: Theatre

Wednesday 27th 
June 2018

8.00pm Drama Trip Mischief Movie Night: The Patrick Centre, 
Birmingham Hippodrome

Thursday 28th 
June 2018

All Day KPMG Work Ready Roadshow - 90 students from Year 
8 in Theatre

Thursday 28th 
June 2018

6.00 - 7.30pm KS3 ‘A Brave New World’ & KS4 ‘4:48 Psychosis’  
performances - Theatre (tickets required)

Friday 29th June 
2018

All Day Sports Day (TBC)


