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Headteacher Column

The end of term, and the end of an academic year always see a huge array of different 
events taking place at Shenley, and this year has been no different! I’m not quite sure 
how we have managed to pack so much into this week, but looking ahead to next 
week, our last week of the year, the same seems to be true for that one too.

Monday to Thursday this week saw coachloads of students and staff heading off to 
Drayton Manor Park each day. This was the first of what we are planning to make 
many rewards weeks. To qualify to be able to go on the trip you had to have excellent 
attendance and keep your negative logs below, or as near as possible to no more than 
10 negative logs. This was a real motivator for many of our students who wanted 
to celebrate the end of the school year with their friends in the theme park. So, it 
was wonderful to be able to wave off coachloads of students from Y7 to Y10, with a 
few additional 6th formers for good measure, each day of the week to have a great 
time. Feedback from all the students was that they had a brilliant time, and the staff 
seemed to have enjoyed it too! Even if for some of them it meant repeated rides on 
‘Stormforce 10’ accompanying our students on there! We are planning to have two 
reward weeks to work towards next academic year: one in the run up to the Christmas 
break and one in the last week of the summer term in 2019, and we will be working 
with the academy council to identify where students would like to go: Drayton Manor 
is very much on the list of contenders.

Let’s go back to the beginning of the week though for other events and cast our 
minds back to the Art Exhibition and Performing Arts Showcase which we hosted on 
Monday evening. Y11, 12 and 13 students exhibited their work in the foyer, and it was 
a truly beautiful display of their work. Final pieces, sketchbooks and other pieces from 
their portfolios were on display, and an invited audience enjoyed a private view before 
we opened the doors to the rest of the school. Feedback on the students’ artwork has 
been overwhelmingly positive, and so it should be. The range of creativity on display 
is truly wonderful to see, and I’m sure that they will have impressed the GCSE and 
BTEC examiners as much as they impressed us – well, we’ll find out in August! 
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Not only is the company hugely successful but by being in partnership with RDC 
Youth this has already opened up fantastic opportunities for our students including; 
workshops with resident artists, performances at the MAC and CC Birmingham, 
links to the Birmingham DanceXchange, auditions for the actual company RDC 
Youth, intensive summer school training with the company and 2 students have been 
successful in gaining a place on to the centre for advanced training program (CADT) 
which is worth over £4000 worth of funding for dance training over the course of 
next year. 

So, performing as part of the showcase is in short, a great honour – and one which all 
the students have worked hard to achieve this year. The performance certainly didn’t 
disappoint and there is no doubt that all of the students who have had the chance to 
be part of the programme have developed technically and artistically over the course 
of the year – well done to all!

And then to Friday and the Shenley MasterChef final. This is an inter-college 
competition which Ms Bhandal has been hosting over the course of the half term. Each 
of the colleges has put forward a number of teams for the heats, producing a range 
of two course menus to compete against in each in order to be able to represent their 
college in the grand finale. The standard of cooking has been incredibly high, with 
only minimal input from staff throughout the process. The theme for the finale was: 
‘A Royal Buffet’, and there were some really imaginative dishes on display. Brownies 
seem to be a favourite with all the colleges, but other dishes included mini Yorkshire 
puds, meat samosas, vegetable spring rolls, smoked salmon blinis, asparagus wrapped 
in prosciutto ham. I was joined by our local MP: Preet Kaur Gill to judge the dishes, 
and it was an incredibly difficult but tasty job to carry out! The presentation from all 
the colleges was lovely, and we were both bowled over by the standard of food on 
offer. All dishes had been prepared from scratch, with no help from staff at all. Team 
work had clearly been the order of the day, with each college team allowed to bring 
in one additional wild card chef into their team. But, a decision had to be made and so 
Saturn College scooped the prize with their stuffed cheesy mushrooms, samosas and 
Eton mess. A delicious buffet, fit for a Queen, Headteacher and an MP!

Just a quick note before I sign off for this week. The weather is looking like it will remain 
hot throughout the final week of term and so I have confirmed that all students can 
choose to wear their PE kit for the final week of term. However, I do need to remind all 
students that they need to wear the PE kit properly. We have seen non-PE kit t-shirts 
and shorts, and leggings creeping into school this week. Whilst I understand that 
students may have only one PE kit, and therefore washing and wearing the kit is an 
issue, there is no requirement that they have to wear PE kit. If PE kit is not available, 

It was then the turn of Music, Dance and Drama students to impress us with their 
talents in a Performing Arts Showcase. We were invited into the ‘big top’ to experience 
a never before seen circus of skills. From puppetry and ventriloquism to contemporary 
dance and instrumentalists, the evening was a fantastic display of talents – with a 
personal favourite of mine being the Birmingham Rep supported comedic ‘Mediocre 
Circus’. It was certainly not mediocre, and I had tears of laughter rolling down my 
cheeks at the comic timing and one liners from the performers. It was a brilliant 
evening and thank you to all of the staff and students who made it possible.

Being invited to perform at the Birmingham Youth Music Proms is a highly sought-
after accolade in the world of music education, so when our percussionists were asked 
to open the Wednesday evening prom, we were not surprised, but we were very 
honoured to have been asked. As ever they put in a truly professional performance 
and got the evening off to a brilliant start. Well done to all the performers and if you 
couldn’t join us check out some of the snippets via the Shenley Music Department 
twitter feed: @ShenleyAcademy_Music.

Thursday evening and it was the turn of our talented dancers to perform the curtain 
raiser: ‘Family’ at the RDC Youth Annual Showcase. This performance has grown 
from the programme which we offer to support our young, talented dancers. Part of 
this training is catered for by RDC Youth’s “Access to Technique” classes provided by 
artistic director Adam Rutherford and professional dancer Sara Macqueen. A resident 
company member delivers weekly contemporary technique classes to students across 
all key stages and the session has become an invaluable part of our program.

Rutherford Dance Company Youth (RDC Youth) make a positive impact to the dance 
ecology of the city of Birmingham, the West Midlands and beyond. RDC Youth has firmly 
embedded itself as a premiere youth contemporary dance training and performance 
company and boasts a successful track record of alumni securing places of further 
training at the leading dance conservatoires - nationally and internationally. Including: 
Trinity Laban, Northern School of Contemporary Dance, London Contemporary Dance 
School, Elmhurst Ballet School and Institute of Arts Barcelona.

The company has performed at many small - large scale performance platforms, 
both youth and professional. Most notably, the company were awarded ‘Show of the 
Festival’ at the professional platform Birmingham Fest, opened the inaugural 2014 
Commonwealth Youth Dance Festival in Glasgow, represented the second city in 
the ‘Dance Your City’ competition and have featured at the international platform 
Birmingham Pride.
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then they simply come to school in normal school uniform. No other substitutes will 
be accepted. We have a high standard of dress for all students, and I would not want 
to see this compromised simply because it is the end of the academic year. I hope that 
you will support this.
Celebration assemblies will be in full swing next week, and of course we will be 
saying good-bye to members of staff, including our Vice Principals: Mr McMillan and 
Mr Willshaw. Please do keep an eye on your inbox for a separate letter from me 
detailing both the staffing changes which we will see at the start of the new year and 
of course the arrangements for the beginning of the new year, which will include our 
Parent/Carer Review meetings to get the year off to a good start once again.

With best wishes for a successful final week of term,

Lucy Monk
Headteacher

We want Shenley Academy 
to achieve at least

97% attendance this year!

What does 97% attendance look like?
To achieve 97% attendance students must not 
miss more than six days of learning during the 
school year. We are hoping to reward as many 
students as possible in the summer term who 

have maintained above 97% attendance for the 
year.

Attendance Information

Art Exhibition 2018
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Please ask Mr Page for more information

Dear Parents and guardians,  
 
The Voice Kids will be returning to our screens on ITV in 2019 and for talented singers 
& duo’s aged 7-14* who have what it takes to take over The Voice Kids stage.
 
Is this something you think your child  would be interested in being a part of? 
Then please do get in touch. My direct number is 0161 952 6018 and my direct email 
is mark.mcmanus@itv.com 
 
You can also submit an application on their behalf via this link http://www.itv.com/
thevoicekidsuk/apply. Please email me their name once the application is submitted and 
I will review it. 
 
Applications must be submitted by a parent/legal guardian and auditions are taking 
place in August and September.
 
I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Best wishes,
 
Mark McManus 
….
Your personal information and that of your child will be collected and processed in 
accordance with our Privacy Notice at  www.itvstudios.com/privacy-notice/talent-
contributors-audience.
 
A child friendly version of this same notice is available to view at:
www.itvstudios.com/privacy-notice/children
 
*We can also see 6 year olds if they turn 7 by 1st December 2018 and 14 yr olds if 
they are still of age until 30th April 2019.
 
-- 
Mark McManus| Researcher | ITV Studios | The Voice: Kids | Media City
Tel: 0161 952 6018| Mark.mcmanus@ITV.com | 
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SHENLEY ACADEMY UNIFORM INFORMATION 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2018

We believe that students in years 7-13 should be dressed professionally which helps to 
establish the correct attitude for learning. 
Our students were heavily involved in helping to choose the design of our uniform and we 
expect them to wear it with pride.

Uniform

• Plain black tailored trousers or skirt
• Plain white school shirt
• Academy tie – clip on – colour as per the college student is in (to be purchased in school)
• Black/red v-necked sweater with Academy badge  
• Plain black formal school shoes (leather or leather like material without a logo)
• Black tights only with skirts (no footless tights or leggings)
• Dark socks with trousers

No black jeans/jean style trousers, leggings/stretch material or skinny fit. Skirts must be 
knee length and tailored.
Trainers (even plain black) or canvas footwear are not permitted. Manufacturers such as 
Nike, Adidas, Converse and Puma will not be accepted as appropriate footwear providers 
for school shoes.

 Outdoor Wear

• Plain black outdoor coat - ideally one which is waterproof and warm. 
• Plain black hat/gloves/scarf
• A suitable bag is required to carry books

Hooded tops must not be worn at any time. If they are seen they will be confiscated until 
the end of the academy day. Outdoor wear must not be worn inside the academy building.

Uniform Stockists

Kids Essentials
762 Bristol Road 
South, Northfield, 

Birmingham, 
B31 2NN

Tel: 0121 477 0736

Uniform Stockists

Dancers Limited
Central Buildings, 

Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 
B63 3AR

Tel: 0121 550 1237

P.E. Kit – Indoor/Outdoor

• Black/red polo shirt with badge
• Black/red long sleeved sports top with badge
• Black/red shorts with badge
• Black/red socks
• Trainers 
• Football boots
• A suitable Gym Bag

Dance Kit

• Black/red polo shirt with badge (same as for P.E.)
• Plain black tracksuit bottoms with red piping or Shenley P.E. Shorts
• Black Leggings can be worn, but must have Shenley Academy shorts over the top 

Make-up:

The Academy discourages the wearing of any make-up, including nail varnish, as it is 
contrary to the business-like values the Academy aims to promote. If make-up is worn, then 
it must be of a very discreet nature.

Hair Styles:

For Health and Safety reasons, and to support the general business-like values of the 
Academy, the Academy expects students to have reasonable hairstyles and colours. If the 
Principal, or a member of staff acting for the Principal, considers a student’s hairstyle to be 
unreasonable, then the student will be asked to rectify the matter.

Jewellery:

The Academy has agreed that one small ear stud may be worn in each ear providing that it 
is in the lower lobe only. Students may also wear a wrist watch. Apart from this, for Health 
and Safety reasons and to promote the general business-like values of the Academy, no 
jewellery may be worn. This includes rings, neck chains and facial piercings such as nose, 
lip and tongue studs.



      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk         www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

Plain black formal school skirt (girls) - knee length, no stretch

Plain black formal school trousers (boys)

Plain black formal school trousers (girls)

Visual Guide
EXAMPLES OF BOYS FOOTWEAR THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE

EXAMPLES OF GIRLS FOOTWEAR THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE

EXAMPLE OF BOYS & GIRLS FOOTWEAR THAT ARE ACCEPTABLE

PLAIN BLACK 
LEATHER SHOES

BOOTS SHOULD 
BE LOW HEEL 
ANKLE BOOT 
AND PLAIN 

BLACK LEATHER



      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk         www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

Student Leadership Team Student Leadership Team

Last week 
the new Shenley Academy Student Lead

ership Team of 30 s
tudents, tra

velled on a 
coach 

together to
 Corris in Wales not fa

r from the
 Year 8 resid

ential, Aberdovey. T
his is wher

e we 

undertook m
any team b

uilding activ
ities ready 

for the job
s and roles

 that we w
ill be playi

ng next 

year for ou
r Year 10 and

 11 Leader
ship position

s. 

On arrival, 
after a 3-

hour coach
 trip we s

plit into do
rms, sorted

 our rooms
 and heade

d almost 

straight ou
t after lun

ch for a wa
lk in the lo

cal forests
 and hills. 

This was whe
re we got t

o know 

each other,
 in a relaxe

d situation. 
This covered

 most of th
e afternoon

 with explo
ration of w

ildlife 

and local h
istory. After return

ing to the 
centre, eve

ry member 
of the grou

p was chall
enged and 

completed a
 pizza for di

nner that n
ight. This was a gr

eat achieve
ment, and e

veryone had
 fun creatin

g 

and designin
g their pizz

as. This was fol
lowed by an

other walk
 in the even

ing before 
returning b

ack 

for the nig
ht.

The next day
 (Thursday) t

he whole g
roup travel

led 30 minu
tes to Aberdovey. T

his was wh
ere 

we split int
o small gro

ups and com
pleted a tr

easure hunt
 around the

 town. Due to the b
eautiful 

weather, th
e group cou

ld relax on 
the beach a

nd even hav
e a swim in

 the sea! I
t was great

 to get 

to know Mrs Monk, Mr Wood and Mr Coy in a mor
e relaxed s

ituation. Some of the 
leaders had

 a 

little walk
 with Mr Wood up one o

f the hills 
just behind 

Aberdovey to
 reveal an 

amazing view
 and 

a fantastic 
relaxing poi

nt.  Just before 
we left, th

e whole gr
oup took pa

rt in a gam
e of cricke

t 

where ever
yone batted

 and fielded
. For dinner th

e teachers 
had prepare

d Spaghetti Bolognese th
e 

night befor
e, which ev

eryone enjo
yed. 

On the Friday the l
eadership t

eam cleaned
, tidied and

 packed up 
before goin

g on one la
st explore 

around Corris. This was whe
re Mrs Monk present

ed some priz
es to studen

ts for grea
t achieveme

nts. 

We then trav
elled back 

to Shenley with
 an assortm

ent of song
s of some o

f the stude
nts. 

Over all the
 trip was a

 great succ
ess and man

y of the pe
ople in the 

leadership 
that did not

 know 

each other 
now do. This leaders

hip has load
s to bring t

owards to t
he school a

nd are read
y for 

the new ye
ar with gre

at ideas and
 plans for 

the future 
of Shenley Academy.

Charlie Brayshaw

Year 9 Head Boy

We had the privilege of taking our newly formed Student Leadership Team to Corris 
in Snowdonia National Park, Wales for a residential training experience.  The students 
represented our school wonderfully and we should all be very proud of them.  Some of 
our students have written about their experience, made even better by the beautiful 
weather we experienced.

We arrived at the Adrian Rainsford Centre after a 3 hour coach drive. When we got there, we unpacked 

our belongings and began to get a feel for the place we were staying. Not long after, we went on a long 

walk to explore the surroundings, where we saw some monuments which were built by people who visited 

Italy, and decided to bring a piece of Italy to Wales, by recreating some of the significant buildings, like 

the leaning tower of Pisa. After the walk, we went back to the centre and had some free time where some 

of us played table tennis, table football, or just got to know each other in the common room. We then made 

pizza for dinner from scratch in pairs while others listened to music and got to know new people. We were 

also given ‘Student Leadership’ tops which could be spotted a mile away, and we gave our own personalised 

touch them as one of our evening activities. After, we went on another walk to a small lake, where some 

people dipped their feet in, while others, overcome with excitement, fell in. 

The next morning, everyone was up bright and early as we prepared for a day at the beach in Aberdovey. 

When we arrived, we were given Treasure Maps which we could use to explore Cardigan Bay; so we split up 

into teams and off we went to find the treasure. We split up into small groups, and our group took a detour 

to eat our lunch, and found a view of the tranquil coast opposite. Eventually, the challenging hunt ended up 

with Mr Coy helping a group of students to find the missing treasure. Afterwards, we all ended up at the 

beach where many of us went into the sea and played catch, few of us diving in head first into the water. 

For the rest of the day, we enjoyed the beach, got ice cream, played cricket and enjoyed the seaside view. 

When we got back, we enjoyed another walk where we travelled deeper into the woods, seeing various wild 

animals and surrounded by new people.

On the final day, we once again got up early to begin our packing and preparing for the drive home. Once 

more, we ventured deeper into the nearby wildlife, to find a secluded, picnic area to have the final escapade 

as a group in Wales; this included skimming rocks, playing cricket and losing our beloved tennis ball which 

was managed to be kept safe by Charlie Brayshaw for the three days. Here, few of us got awards including 

a washing up and most adventurous award. 

We are looking forward to next year as a real beginning of our journey as the Student Leadership Team 

and feel ready for the challenges ahead which we may face due to the three days we spent getting to know 

each other and bonding as a group. A massive thank you from all of us to Mr Wood, Mr Coy and Mrs Monk, 

for taking us on an amazing experience that we will never forget.  

Sophie Windridge and Sophie Belsey



      www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk         www.shenleyacademy.e-act.org.uk    enquiry @shenleyacademy.org.uk   

said they enjoyed the treasure hunt. 
“It was fun seeing what University was like”, “It was a fun day!”
When asked about Aston University, most students said the campus was bigger than 
expected. “Everything is on campus, for example, the gym, dormitories and the law 
business school”. The students learnt that at Aston“there are 180 subjects to choose 
from” and “if you go to University, you should choose something you enjoy”.

As a result, all of the students who took part in our evaluation of the day, said they 
would possibly or definitely consider applying to Aston or another university in the 
future. 

The students were a credit to the 
school and took part in all the 
activities of the day. 

By visiting universities in the nearby 
area, Aimhigher Plus is helping to 
raise aspirations of our students. 
Through academic information, the 
promotion of transferable skills and 
through experiences such as this one, 
students gain an insight into Higher 
Education and all it has to offer. 

Birmingham Cultural Capital trip

Birmingham is a wonderfully diverse city with hundreds of exciting attractions and 
masses of history and culture to immerse oneself in. The world-class history museum 
in Birmingham’s centre is the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, which boasts over 
40 galleries to explore; displaying art, social history, archaeology and ethnography. 
To celebrate this, on the 2nd July, 22 Year 9 students had the opportunity through 
Aimhigher Plus, to visit the centre of town and take a look at all the exhibitions 
and galleries at the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, with a stop off at Aston 
University in the afternoon.

While at the museum, students were challenged to find their 3 favourite pieces of art 
in the exhibitions and discuss why they enjoyed them, and came up with some really 
insightful thoughts about the art work. The museum is currently hosting ‘Dippy the 
Dinosaur’, the impressive 21.3 metres long, 4.3 metres wide and 4.25 metres high giant 
diplodocus skeleton, which is on tour around the UK from London’s National History 
Museum. Dippy was enormous, and the palaeontology exhibition about dinosaurs 
was very interesting. After Dippy, we discovered the collections the museum has to 
offer, including the Romans, World War 2, the Victorian era, Ancient Greece and the 
history of Birmingham. Students were asked to voluntarily complete activity packs 
based on the collections, to win a prize! A big congratulations to Courtney Moratelli 
and Dian McNickle, who put the most effort into their work and received prizes for 
completing their activities! 
In the afternoon, we travelled to the University of Aston and took part in a great 
campus Quest. Students worked in groups with university students to solve riddles 
and puzzles and find their way to the next clue around campus. Students did really 
well, despite the hot day, and were all rewarded with ice lollies for their efforts! There 
were also prizes for the team that completed all the puzzles first. Students really 
enjoyed the competitive aspect of the challenge while also learning a lot about the 
university. 

What did our students think?
Regarding the museum, our students said “It was interesting seeing Dippy, the art 
and the sculptures” and “learning about different religions /cultures and some history”. 
Above all, the campus quest at Aston was a real hit! All students who gave us feedback, 
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Physical Education & Health

BARTLEY REDS FOOTBALL CLUB
Affiliated to the Birmingham County Football Association and Central Warwickshire Youth Football League.

ATTENTION YEAR 10 BOYS WHO 
WANT TO PLAY FOOTBALL

We are looking for new players to compliment the 
squad we already have for the 2018-2019 season.

Training on Thursday’s at Hillcrest School from 6PM

Please contact the club via one of the below platforms
or just turn up ready to take part

WEBSITE: www.bartleyredsfc.co.uk
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/groups/Bartleyredsfc
TWITTER: @BartleyRedsFC
E-MAIL: enquiries@bartleyredsfc.co.uk
E-MAIL: davietay@hotmail.com

Summer Fayre

Shenley Green

Saturday 21st July 2018  

10 am to 2 pm 

St David's Church & Shops B29 4HH

*Craft stalls *Tombola *Raffle *Face Painting *Music 
 ...and more! 

 
*Best in class baking competition: 

 Victoria Sponge, Fruit Cake & Scones 
(Entry forms available from Paula Jayne's Tea Room) 

 
*Afternoon teas *Strawberries & cream *BBQ

For more information or to book a stall please contact: 
 Paula Jayne's 0121 679 5796 or St David's Church 0121 477 0003

Supporting the Charities: Care Leavers, Healthy Minds,  
The Project Birmingham and SIFA Fireside
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In line with the introduction of new legislation (the General Data Protection Regulation), 
we are contacting pupils and parents / carers to ensure we have the proper consent 
to hold any biometric data in compliance with the updated legal requirements.

The deadline has now passed for you to return your biometric consent form. 

Until you return the completed consent form, your child will not be able to allocate 
funds to their meal account in school and if you wish for them to continue to purchase 
food from the school canteen, you will need to use ParentPay to top up your account.

Should you wish to reactivate your account you will need to bring a signed consent 
form to Mr Long (a copy can be downloaded via the link below).

For those of you who haven’t yet activated your ParentPay account, please email 
ilong@shenleyacademy.org.uk for your ParentPay username and password.

E-ACT Biometric Consent Form and Information Notice

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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Diary Dates! - w/b 16/07/2018
Academy Timetable - week 1
DEAR - period 2

Monday 16th July 
2018

P1
P3

Mercury Awards Assembly
Venus Awards Assembly

Monday 16th July 
2018

18:30 - 22:30 Matilda Theatre Visit - Yr7

Tuesday 17th July 
2018

P1
P3

Neptune Awards Assembly
Jupiter Awards Assembly

Wednesday 18th 
July 2018

P1
All Day

Saturn Awards Assembly
P.O.P. day

Thursday 19th July 
2018

07:00 - 17:00 Visit to Bletchley Park - Yr9

Friday 20th July 
2018

12:30 End of Term - 12:30 finish for students


