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Shenley Academy : A Parent’s Guide to Assessment and Reporting 

Working together is the best way to ensure that your child reaches 
their full potential. This booklet explains how we will communicate 
with you about how well your child is getting on. 

 

What information should I expect to receive about my 
child? 

We aim to provide: 

1. Clear, frequent, straightforward information 
2. Regular opportunities to listen and talk 

We will do this by: 

• A full written report once a year from each subject teacher 
• An interim grade report twice a year 
• Year 6-7 Transition Meeting 
• Parents’ Evening with subject teachers once a year 
• Online access to your child’s assessment and attendance 

information 
• Communication pathways with your child’s form tutor, pastoral 

support manager and head of college 
• Additional information evenings where necessary e.g. pathways 

evening for year eight.  
• An additional annual review for SEN students at the end of 

each academic year. 

 

 



 
 

What information will be provided on my child’s report? 

Target Grades 

Students in all year groups are given a target grade for each subject 
that they are studying.  

For students in years7- 11  the targets set for most subjects will be a 
grade between 9 and 1. The target grade has been set using a target 
setting computer programme called FFT Aspire. This programme 
takes into account information about each specific subject, together 
with each student’s prior attainment data to set a personalised 
target grade for each subject.  The targets that have been given to 
our students have been generated using the FFT Aspire “high” 
setting. This means that they are challenging and aspirational.  

Students’ 9-1 targets will remain constant between years 7 and 11. 
For example if a student has a target grade of a grade 4 for English in 
year 7, it is likely that they will have a target of a grade 4 in year 8, 9, 
10 and 11. However, the target grades will be reviewed on a regular 
basis and adjusted if necessary. Students are not limited by their 
target grade; if they consistently exceed their target grade it will be 
increased.  

In practical subjects such as PE and the performing arts, a different 
system of target setting will be used. In these subjects, targets will be 
based on each student’s performance in a baseline assessment 
completed in year 7. The target in these subjects will be based on the 
diamond scale which ranges from diamond to foundation.  

 

Working at Grade (Year 11) 

The working at grade is the teacher’s judgement of what the 
student’s level of attainment would be if they were to sit their 
examination at the time of the assessment. It takes into account all 



 
 

components e.g. coursework and assumes that all components will 
be completed to the current standard. 

 

Year 11 

GCSE subjects are graded on the new GCSE 9-1 scale 

BTEC courses are graded Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction* 

Core PE is graded Foundation, Bronze, Silver and Gold 

 

Synoptic Exam Grade (Years 7-10)  

Students in years 7-10 will complete a synoptic exam in each subject 
during the synoptic exam series which take place at different times 
throughout the year. The synoptic exam will assess the knowledge, 
understanding and skills that students have acquired during the year. 
For example, the synoptic exam taken in the spring term will assess 
work covered in both the autumn and spring terms. This will help 
students to develop the revision and recall skills required for success 
in year 11 and beyond.  

The grade students achieve in the synoptic exam will be a 9-1 grade. 
This will be an indicator of how students have performed in that 
particular exam – it will not mean that students are producing work 
at the same standard as would be required to achieve a  GCSE 9-1 
grade.  

The 9-1 grade that students achieve in the synoptic exam will be 
reported to parents and carers through either the interim grade 
report or the full report. It will provide an indication of how well your 
child is doing in each subject. For example, if a student has a target 
of a grade 4, and achieves a synoptic exam result of a grade 5, it 
would suggest they are doing better than may be expected. If they 



 
 

achieve a grade 3 it would suggest that they are doing less well than 
may be expected.  

 

 

Teachers’ Comments 

On the full academic report (issued annually), all subject teachers will 
provide a written comment in addition to the grades described. This 
will provide information about what students have studied, their 
strengths and what is needed for them to make further progress. 

A written comment will also be provided by the form tutor and head 
of college. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

The full academic report will also provide attendance and punctuality 
information for the year to date. Attendance information will now 
also be included in the interim grade report. Attendance at school 
has a huge impact on a student’s chances of success. We therefore 
encourage all of our students to aim for 100% attendance.  

Atten
dance 

Learning time missed over: 
a fortnight a year 5 years 

95% ½ a day 1¼ weeks ½ a term 

90% 1 day 4 weeks ½ a school year 

85% 1½ days 6 weeks ¾ a school year  

80% 2 days 7½ weeks 1 school year 

75% 2½ days 10 weeks 1 year and ½ term 

70% 3 days 11¼ weeks 1 year and 1 term 



 
 

Every day of learning is precious - in line with DfE guidance, Shenley 
Academy does not authorise holiday requests as a legitimate reason 
for absence. 

 

What should I do after I receive my child’s report? 

• Please take time to read through the interim grades and 
academic report with your child. 

• Ask them to identify any areas of strength and those areas 
where improvements are needed. 

• Think about any questions that you would like to ask at your 
child’s  parents’ evening. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the progress that your 
child is making at any point during the academic year, please contact 
their form tutor. 


