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Why study Modern Foreign Languages? - Everything starts with language. From being able to verbally explain yourself, to any form of written
communication (letters, text messages, emails), to being able to understand what someone is saying to you, all stems from language. Throughout the world, 75% of
people don’t speak or read English at all and being able to communicate in a language other than your own means that pupils will be able to connect with the wider
world much more than someone who only knows one language. For language learners, there the job opportunities are endless. The chances of working and living
abroad increase with the confidence people obtain when someone knows part of a language meaning that there are more jobs available. Learning a language at
school enables pupils to pick up a second language quicker as many of the skills and confidence that pupils pick up whilst studying a language can then be applied to
different languages, if someone knows more than one language that means that learning a second language for them will be easier. Learning languages enables
pupils to develop critical thinking skills that can then be applied to different subjects and can allow pupils to develop a greater understanding of English and develop
their own vocabulary in their mother tongue. Around 60% of adults admit that they regret losing language skills that they developed at school and around 80%
recognise that another language increases your employability.

Aims = Our aimis to develop learners who are knowledgeable about and understanding of other cultures and languages, who have developed a love of learning
a language and want to explore that further, whether that’s with further formal education or through learning whilst in another country. We aim to provide the
confidence and skill set for students to allow them to explore opportunities outside of the United Kingdom, to live or study abroad, to travel or to work within an
environment where their use of another language is both encouraged and praised. The aim of the curriculum is also to create independent language learners, who
use both context, prior knowledge and other clues to allow them to understand the target language and then to respond to it spontaneously. We also aim for pupils
to have an awareness the culture of Spanish and French speaking countries through the teaching of specific cultural content that has been implanted throughout
the curriculum. The MFL department at Shenley Academy’s aim is that through learning another language, pupils will become international citizens, with an
awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity throughout the world.

Rationale for how the curriculum has been sequenced in Modern Foreign Languages - KS3 MFL at Shenley Academy has been
sequenced in order for pupils to build on prior knowledge throughout their time learning languages. Pupils will study topics in composite blocks that will enable
pupils to use various information from one topic to the next. Pupils will develop their writing and speaking skills throughout this time, building on vocabulary and
grammar in order for them to communicate on one of many topics that they will learn throughout KS3. The learning of MFL at KS3 aims to give pupils a focus on a
specific topic, whilst at the same time allowing them to develop their general syntactical knowledge in stages. Pupils will be able to relate to each topic as they
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travel through the curriculum, enabling them to access topics, which will relate to their lives. Pupils will be able to relate each topic to the previous one through
vocabulary and skills that they have previously seen and they will be able to develop their confidence throughout with vocabulary and tenses.

Year7

In Year 7, pupils study basic French or Spanish grammar as well as simple vocabulary with which to develop their answers. They will start learning about basic
vocabulary and the difference between masculine, feminine and plural nouns as well as the order of words in a sentence. They will then learn how to describe
themselves as well as members of their family and friends whilst learning how to order sentences with verbs nouns and adjectives. Pupils will relate to this when
they study schools and the difference between the school systems in France or Spain and the United Kingdom. Pupils will then see other topics that build on the
previous one and expose pupils to a variety of new topics, which allows pupils to be able to talk and write about a greater range of themes.

Year 8

The Year 8 curriculum aims to develop pupil’s confidence in both speaking and writing whilst also exposing pupils to new vocabulary through a variety of new
topics. These topics will include new grammatical structures, such as the past tense, to enable pupils to talk and write about a variety of different time frames,
whilst still learning about topics that relate to their age. Pupils will be able to advance their writing and speaking by including more complex sentences and include
language specific grammatical structures that which they will have learned throughout year 7 and year 8.

Year 9

In Year 9 the curriculum is sequenced to allow pupils the chance to revisit previous topics with a higher level of understanding, but to also develop their vocabulary
of these topics. These topics will, in turn, relate to the curriculum for year 10 and year 11. There will also be the opportunity at the end of the year 9 curriculum to
start working towards the MFL GCSE and to apply language that pupils will learn to real life situations, for example ordering in a restaurant or asking for directions.

Our assessments are focused on vocabulary and meaning. During reading and listening assessments, pupils will identify key vocabulary and how it is expressed; they
will work out the meaning of the language communicated to them. In written and spoken assessments, pupils will be able to create their own texts (spoken and
written) based on the grammatical skills and the vocabulary they have learned through a specific topic as well as using general vocabulary that they have been
exposed to in every topic.
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like to do in the
future.

past and what they
will do in the future

in the present
tense

in the past, present
and future.
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