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Why study Geography? –   

Geography is all around us, and there is no better subject to study in order to help you make sense 
of the world around you. It is an incredibly broad subject which opens up many opportunities for 
your future, with employers seeing Geography as a subject which equips young people with a host 
of transferable skills including fieldwork; teamwork; critical thinking and analysis. This is because 
Geography is an incredibly robust subject rich in skills, knowledge and understanding. As a subject 
linking the arts and the sciences it also compliments a wide range of other subject choices. Studying 
Geography gives you the opportunity to consider some of the ‘big questions’ which affect our 
world, as well as enabling you to understand and explain the processes which shape and change 
our world. This, in turn, will equip you with ‘powerful knowledge’ which will enable you to see the 
world from a new perspective. Fieldwork is also an incredibly important part of Geography and so 
you will complete two fieldwork projects during your two-year GCSE, both of which will enable you 
to experience some of the things you have learnt about in lessons to help you apply and embed 
your knowledge as well as helping you to see that Geography really is all around.  

Aims –  

• Students will develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and 

processes, and of different scales including global; and of social, political and cultural contexts.  

• Students will gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change 

in places and processes over space and time, and the inter-relationship between geographical 

phenomena at different scales and in different contexts (think like a geographer)  

• Students will develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in 

fieldwork, in using maps and GIS and in researching secondary evidence, including digital 

sources; and develop their competence in applying sound enquiry and investigative approaches 

to questions and hypotheses  

• Students will apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately 

and creatively to real world contexts, including fieldwork, and to contemporary situations and 

issues; and develop well-evidenced arguments drawing on their geographical knowledge and 

understanding.  

Specification Link-  

We study the AQA Geography GCSE Specification here at Shenley Academy and so our KS4 curriculum was 

designed around the core content outlined in this specific specification. The key topics for study outlined by 

AQA are:  

Physical topics Human topics 

- Natural Hazards 
- Ecosystems 
- UK Landscapes  

 

- Natural Resources 
- Urban challenges 
- Economic development 

 

Therefore, our KS4 Long term plan clearly follows these set topics in order to ensure that students are 

equipped with the necessary information needed to excel in their formal examinations, however its 

sequencing has been carefully considered in order to ensure maximum interconnectivity between topics.  
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Rationale for how the curriculum has been sequenced in Geography -  

Year 10: The KS4 Geography curriculum at Shenley Academy is ordered around enabling students to 

make powerful synoptic links between course content, of both a physical (paper 1) and human (paper 2) 

nature. Therefore, to enable this, paper 1 and paper 2 topics are studied in an alternating sequence 

throughout both Year 10 and Year 11 (for the 2021/2022 cohort due to current need for a 2020/2021 

Year 11 COVID recovery curriculum). In this way, students will begin by studying a physical paper 1 topic 

(UK Physical Landscapes) and then move on to study a paper 2 human topic (Issues and challenges of 

urban growth). I believe this is superior to other recommended running orders by AQA which see all of 

paper 1 taught in year 10 and all paper 2 in year 11, as it prevents students from seeing the two halves 

of geography (physical and human) in isolation but instead enables them to draw links between them 

e.g. between development and global hazards or climate change and resource availability. This then 

directly helps them with paper three which requires students to answer questions based on a pre-

release resource booklet which require them to ‘think geographically’ and make synoptic links between 

the different areas of content from the specification in order to apply them to the 

context/setting/scenario given in the pre-release.  

Students will study more topics in Year 10 (4 out of a total 6) as well as completing their physical (rivers) 

fieldwork (human fieldwork will be conducted in Year 11 to ensure students enquiry skills are 

consistently revisited and practiced ready for paper 3). This is due to the higher availability of time in 

Year 10 due to the absence of GCSEs. Although skills are embedded throughout both year 10 and year 11 

in the lesson content, due to the higher availability of time in year 10 students are able to study a skills 

unit during the summer term which enables them to revisit cartographic, numerical, statistical and 

graphic skills in greater detail and practice them more frequently, which should boost their confidence 

and consequently the number of AO4 (skills) marks they are able to gain on each of the three papers.  

Year 11: In Year 11 students will again study both paper 1 (physical) and paper 2 (human) topics in order 

to continue the high level of interconnectivity set out in Year 10. They will begin with studying the 

longest unit (The Challenge of Natural Hazards) to ensure sufficient curriculum time for in-depth 

coverage before moving on to complete their final fieldwork enquiry, this time focused on human 

geography and specifically, the impact of regeneration on Birmingham city centre. Next students will 

complete compulsory course content by studying the final paper 2 topic of The Challenge of Resource 

management. Here they will gain an insight into the global challenges surrounding food, water and 

energy provision before then focusing on food provision in more detail by studying the specific UK-based 

food challenges faced today as well as the methods currently being used to increase yields in order to 

meet growing demand. As we move into Spring 2 students will then have covered all content and so 

time will be spent ensuring students are comfortable and confident with the content covered in the 

Paper 3 Pre-release booklet which centres around a specific issue e.g. rainforest destruction, to ensure 

they can successfully answer exam questions based upon this in Section A of their Geographical 

Applications paper (Paper 3) 

Assessment –  

In-Class assessment:  

Year 10s are regularly assessed within lessons through both Assessment for Learning tasks, knowledge recall 

starters and self- and peer-assessed work based on model answers. Teacher feedback is given for more 
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formal written tasks including their regular end of topic assessments and mocks where students are also 

provided with in-depth model answers and the chance to improve their responses based upon both these 

models and bespoke teacher feedback.  

Year 11s are regularly assessed within lessons through both Assessment for Learning tasks, knowledge recall 

starters and self- and peer-assessed work based on model answers. Teacher feedback is given for more 

formal assessments including their fortnightly assessments (which are out of 20 marks) and mocks. Here 

students are also provided with in-depth model answers and the chance to improve their responses based 

upon both these models and bespoke teacher feedback.  

GCSE assessment: 

 
Paper 

1 
 
 

Living with the 
Physical 
Environment 

35% 
of 
GCSE 

88 marks  
 

1 hour 
30 
minutes 

3.1.1 The challenge of natural hazards, 3.1.2 
The living world, 3.1.3 Physical landscapes in 
the 
UK, 3.4 Geographical skills 

 
Paper 

2 
 
 

Challenges in 
the human 
environment 

35% 
of 
GCSE 

88 marks 
 

1 hour 
30 
minutes 

3.2.1 Urban issues and challenges, 3.2.2 The 
changing economic world, 3.2.3 The challenge 
of 
resource management, 3.4 Geographical skills 

 
Paper 

3 
 

Geographical 
applications 

30% 
of 
GCSE 

76 marks 1 hour 
15 
minutes 

3.3.1 Issue evaluation, 3.3.2 Fieldwork, 3.4 
Geographical skills 
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Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 
10 

 

UK Physical 
Landscapes: 
- Types of UK 

Landscape 
- Rivers: 

Processes, 
Landforms, 
Flooding, 
Management 

- Case study: 
The River 
Wye. 

- Coasts: 
Processes, 
Landforms, 
Management 
Case study: 
Jurassic Coast 
& Medmerry. 

Urban Issues and 
Challenges: 
- Global urban 

trends 
- Factors 

affecting 
urbanisation 
rates 

- Emergence of 
megacities 

- Issues 
created by 
rapid 
population 
growth in 
cities 

- Case study of 
NEE city: 
Lagos, 
Nigeria. 

- Case study of 
a major UK 
city: London. 

The Living World: 
- The Epping 

Forest 
ecosystem 

- Characteristics of 
Rainforests 

- Challenges and 
Opportunities in 
Rainforests 

- Management of 
Rainforests (The 
Amazon) 

- Characteristics of 
Cold 
Environments 

- Challenges and 
Opportunities in 
Cold 
Environments 

- Management of 
Cold 
Environments 
(Alaska) 

Changing 
Economic World: 
- Global 

variations in 
development 

- Measures of 
development 

- Causes & 
consequence
s of uneven 
development 

- Links 
between the 
DTM and 
development 

- Strategies to 
reduce the 
development 
gap 

- How tourism 
has helped 
Tunisia 
develop 

- NEE Case 
study: Nigeria 

- Economic 
change in the 
UK 

Physical 
Fieldwork: 
- The Enquiry 

Process: 
Hypothesis 
testing; Risk 
assessment
; Data 
collection; 
Data 
presentatio
n; Reaching 
conclusions 
and 
evaluating 
the enquiry 
process. 

Project: 
Investigating 
whether local 
rivers follow the 
rules set out by 
the Bradshaw 
model. 

Geographical 
Skills: 
- Map Skills: 

Grid 
references, 
Scale, Relief 
etc. 

- Numeracy in 
Geography: 
Central 
tendency & 
percentage 
increase 
change 

- Graph skills: 
Bar charts; 
Line graphs; 
Scatter 
graphs; Pie 
charts; 
Pictograms 

- Different 
types of map: 
Choropleth, 
Dot, Desire 
line, Flow 
line, 
Proportional 
symbol. 

Year 
11 

 

The Challenge of 
Natural Hazards 
- Structure of 

the Earth 
- Types of Plate 

Boundary 
- Earthquake & 

Volcano 
formation 

- Mitigation 
- Case studies: 

Haiti 2010 & 
Kobe 1995 

- Global 
atmospheric 
circulation; 

- Tropical 
storms 
(Typhoon 
Haiyan) 

Human Fieldwork 
- The Enquiry 

Process: 
Hypothesis 
testing; Risk 
assessment; 
Data 
collection; 
Data 
presentation; 
Reaching 
conclusions 
and 
evaluating 
the enquiry 
process.  

Project: 
Investigating how 
successful 
regeneration 
across 

The Challenge of 
Resource 
Management 
- The importance 

of natural 
resources  

- Patterns of 
resource 
availability and 
consumption  

- The challenges & 
opportunities 
surrounding 
resources in UK 

- Causes and 
impacts of food 
insecurity. 

- Methods to 
increase food 
supply (Case 

Revision & Paper 
3 Pre-Release 
work 
- Geographical 

skills focus 
(revisited 
from Year 10) 

Exam practice in 
relation to the 
pre-release 
booklet for Paper 
3. 

Revision & 
Paper 3 Pre-
Release work 
- Geographic

al skills 
focus 
(revisited 
from Year 
10) 

Exam practice in 
relation to the 
pre-release 
booklet for 
Paper 3. 

GCSE Exams 
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- UK Extreme 
weather (2015 
Heatwave) 

- Climate 
change 

Birmingham City 
Centre has been. 

study: Almeria, 
Spain) 

- Methods to 
ensure food 
supplies are 
sustainable.  

 


