
   
 

   
 

 

      
HISTORY LONG TERM PLAN 2021-22 



   
 

P a g e  | 1 History Curriculum KS4, Long Term Plan 2021-22 
 

Why study History  - The study of history at GCSE level enables students to broaden and deepen 

their knowledge of the history of Britain and the wider world and subsequently make stronger connections 

between the past and its shaping of the present. This allows a greater understanding of self as well as others 

which is imperative to becoming a well-rounded citizen. 

 Aims – to provide a stimulating, coherent study of history which is both broad and diverse and contains 

the full range of historical skills which students will become confident and proficient in applying. Thus 

providing students with knowledge and skills that will support progression beyond GCSE level in history and 

a wide range of other subjects. 

Specification Link: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel -gcses/history-2016.html 

Rationale for how the curriculum has been sequenced in history   

• In year 10, the decision to start with the thematic study (paper 1) has been made because it links 

nicely to students studies in KS3. It provides students with the combination of familiarity and 

difference as they embark on the new challenges of study at GCSE level.  For example this study 

starts in the Middle- Ages, a period which students are familiar with whilst looking at a new topic; 

medicine and its development through time. The race for the development of medicine and its 

significance in current times makes this topic more pertinent and will serve to engage students from 

the outset.  In addition, the thematic study enables students to develop their skills of analysis linked 

to popular themes such as government, war, technology and religion within a chronological time-

frame. Historical concepts such as cause, consequence, change and continuity and significance are 

covered, as well as the study of a historic environment. This subsequently provides a strong base for 

students to develop their historical skills and knowledge in the other units of study.  When students 

move on to the British study in the spring term, they will have strong contextual awareness of how 

and why Britain developed as it did and subsequently be able to look back and forward to make 

judgements on the most significant factor in Britain’s development. The period study at the end of 

year 10 has been chosen to enable students to make links and comparisons between Britain’s 

development during the 19th and that of the United States, a major influencer in the world today. 

• In year 11, Germany 1918-39 has been selected for the modern study. This is sequenced as the last 

topic of study not only because it fits into the chronological framework of students’ studies but also 

because it requires students to understand the complexity of a society and historical situation and 

the interplay of different aspects within it.  In addition, it is sequenced to elicit in students the desire 

to find out more about the complexity of the world in which we live through the study of history 

beyond GCSE. 

Assessment – Three exam papers 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment. Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes.  30%* of 

the qualification 52 marks (16 for the historic environment, 36 for the thematic study). 

Section A: historic environment. (The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and 

the trenches). Students answer a question that assesses knowledge plus a two-part question based on two 

provided sources.  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
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Section B: thematic study (Medicine in Britain, c1250–present). Students answer three questions that assess 

their knowledge and understanding. The first two questions are compulsory. For the third question, students 

answer one from a choice of two. 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study. Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes.  40%* of the 

qualification 64 marks (32 for the period study and 32 for the British depth study) 

Booklet P: Period study (The American West, c1835–c1895). Students answer three questions that assess 

their knowledge and understanding. The first two questions are compulsory. For the third question, students 

select two out of three parts. 

Booklet B: British depth study (Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88). Students answer a single 

three-part question that assesses their knowledge and understanding. The first two parts are compulsory. 

For the third part, students select one from a choice of two. 

Paper 3: Modern depth study (Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39). Written examination: 1 hour and 20 

minutes, 30%* of the qualification 52 marks + 4 marks for SPaG 

Section A: Students answer a question based on a provided source and a question that assesses their 

knowledge and understanding.  

Section B Students answer a single four-part question, based on two provided sources and two provided 

interpretations.  

 

Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 
10 

 

Medicine in 
Britain, c1250–

present and 
The British 

sector of the 
Western Front, 

1914–18 

Medicine in 
Britain, c1250–

present and 
The British 

sector of the 
Western Front, 

1914–18 

Medicine in 
Britain, c1250–

present and 
The British 

sector of the 
Western Front, 

1914–18 

Anglo-Saxons 
and Normans 

England  
c1060-88 

 

Anglo-Saxons 
and Normans 

England  
c1060-88 

 

Paper 2: The 
American 

West, c1835–
c1895: 

 

Paper 1 
Thematic study 

Paper 1 
Thematic study 

Paper 1 
Thematic study 

Paper 2 
British study 

Paper 2 
British study 

Paper 2 
Period study 

Year 
11 

 

Paper 2: The 
American 

West, c1835–
c1895 

Weimar and 
Nazi Germany 

1918-39 

Weimar and 
Nazi Germany 

1918-39 

Weimar and 
Nazi Germany 

1918-39 

Revision 

 
Revision 
Exams 

Paper 2 
Period study 

Paper 3 
Modern study 

 

Paper 3 
Modern study 

Paper 3 
Modern study 

Paper 2 & 
Paper 3 

Paper 1 

 


