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Long Term Plan – Religious Studies and Philosophy  

KS3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Year 7  What are 
the major World 
Views and beliefs? 
The non-statutory 
Curriculum 
Framework: Use 
religious and 
philosophical 
vocabulary to give 
informed accounts 
of religions and 
beliefs, explaining 
the reasons for 
diversity within 
and between 
them. 

World View 

Christian Belief 
World View 

 Islamic Belief  
World View 

 Buddhist belief  
World View  

Jewish Belief  
World view 

 Hindu belief  
World View   

Sikh Belief 
What do 
Christians believe? 
What is the nature 
of the trinity?  
Is the Christian 
concept of God 
coherent?  
Who was Jesus?  

What is Tawhid and 
how does it 
compare to the 
trinity?  
What are the 6 
beliefs of Islam?  
What are 5 roots of 
Shia Islam? 
Who was 
Muhamad?  
 

What is Karma?  
What is Dukkha?  
How does karma 
compare to Christian 
eschatology? 
Is Buddhism can 
Atheist world View?  
Who was the Buddha? 
 

What do Jews believe?  
What is an Abrahamic 
faith? 
Who was Moses?  

What is the Trimurti 
and how does it 
compare to Tawhid 
and the trinity?   
What is the Hindu 
belief about the nature 
of God and how does 
this differ to 
Abrahamic concepts of 
God? 
 

How is the nature of 
Waheguru seen in Sikhism 
and how does this link to 
others world views 
concept of God?  
Who was Guru Nanak?  
How does the Khalsa 
compare to lesser and 
greater Jihad in Islam?  

Year 8 How are 
Belief shown in 
practice as living 
faith and 
philosophies? 
The non-statutory 
Curriculum 
Framework: 
Explain why the 
impact of religions 
and beliefs on 
individuals, 
communities and 
societies varies. 

Applied belief 
Muslim Life  

Applied belief 
Jewish Life  

Applied belief  
Christian life  

Applied belief  
Sikh Life 

Applied belief 
Buddhist life  

Applied belief 
Hindu Life  

How do the 5 
pillars show the 
belief in Tawhid 
and the oneness 
of Allah. 

How is Jewish 
belief shown in 
society?  
What problems can 
orthodox Jews 
have in the UK?  
What is anti-
Semitism?  

How are the 
sacraments an 
expression of Christian 
belief?  
How does Easter show 
belief in the 
resurrection?  

How does the langer 
express and show the 
belief in equality? 
What beliefs do acts of 
Sawa show in Sikh life?   

How does belief in 
karma shape the life of 
a Buddhist?  
How does the eightfold 
path compare with 
school and British 
values?  

How is Hindu belief shown 
in the four stages of Hindu 
Life? 
How does the Life of 
Gandi embody Hindu 
Belief? 
How soes the teaching of 
Gandi on non-violence 
compare to key Christian 
teaching such as Mathew 
22.39?  
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Year 9   How is 
Applied theology 
and philosophy 
shown in world 
issues.  
The non-statutory 
Curriculum 
Framework. Use 
reasoning and 
examples to 
express insights 
into the 
relationship 
between beliefs, 
teachings and 
world issues 

Thematic study: 
Family Life 
 

Thematic study 
War and peace 
  

Thematic study 
Animal rights 
 

Thematic study:  
Medical ethic and 
value of life. 
 

Thematic study:  
Equality and wealth 
 

Thematic study: 
Community Cohesion 
and prejudice  
 

Is the tradition 
concept of the 
family unit out of 
date?  
What is feminism? 
 
 
 
 
 

Can religious belief 
ever support war?  
Is the decalogue 
relevant?  
How can we apply 
Surah 10? 
 

Do we have a duty of 
stewardship?  
Do animals have 
rights? 
 

What are the different 
religious views on 
abortion and 
euthanasia? 
How can we apply 
Mathew 22.39? 
 

Should we care about 
absolute or relative 
poverty? 
How can we apply 
Timothy 6.10? 
Is wealth a product or 
Karma?  
 

How do different beliefs 
and life choices support or 
hinder community 
cohesion? 
What is the Equality acts 
2010? 
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Rationale for how the curriculum has been sequenced in religious studies 

Each world view (Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism,) is studied and placed in comparison with each other and secular world views. Students 

will study the key beliefs and practices before applying this to modern issue within British society. 

Belief Modules (Year 7): Within belief modules a thread its created as students learn and reflect on how different concepts of God are seen across world faiths. 

Students will be asked to be philosophers and theologians. Interpreting teachings, sources and authorities in order to understand religions and beliefs. Students will 

gain knowledge of key concepts such as the Trinty and be able to compare this belief empathetically to other concepts of God such as Tawhid in Islam. Students will 

be asked to engage empathically, but also critically with this knowledge. For example, reflecting if the concept of God is coherent by considering philosophical 

arguments such as the paradox of the stone challenging the concept of omnipotence.  

Life Modules (Year 8) The knowledge gained in year 7 will give students a broad foundation to then consider practices and ways of life as expressions of belief. 

Student will be exploring the impact of religions and beliefs on how people live their lives. This will allow students to understanding that religious practices are 

diverse, change over time and are influenced by cultures. Students will apply their knowledge as the curriculum explores the variety, difference and relationships 

that exist within and between religions, values and beliefs expressed in the religious life.  

Modern Britian thematic study modules. (Year 9) Equipped with a broad and deep foundation of knowledge on all world views students will be in a position to 

consider faith as a living and dynamic part of modern British society. They will have the knowledge to empathetically reflect on the relationship between beliefs, 

teachings, world issues and ultimate questions. Students will evaluate beliefs, commitments and the impact of religion in the contemporary world. Students will 

have the knowledge to empathically and critically express insights into the significance and value of religion and other world views for human relationships 

personally, locally and globally. Furthermore, the curriculum will allow students to express their own beliefs and ideas, using a variety of forms of expression. 

Student will be able to consider issues and offer differing religious and philological perspectives supported by sources of authority and examples from religious life 

and then reach a justified conclusion based on personal reflection, knowledge and evidence.  
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Some modules are sequenced to ensure misconceptions have been addressed. Basic tenants are covered first then greater depth added through denominational 

difference. Life modules add more depth by asking how belief is show in religious life and society. Theme based modules cannot be done before differences in 

denominations are understood and students have a deep and empathetic knowledge base to accurately apply a world view.. By completing KS3 Religious Studies 

Students will be able to …  

• Use religious and philosophical vocabulary to give informed accounts of religions and beliefs, explaining the reasons for diversity within and between them. 

• Explain why the impact of religions and beliefs on individuals, communities and societies varies. 

• Interpret sources and arguments, explaining the reasons that are used in different ways by different traditions to provide answers to ultimate questions and 

ethical issues. 

• Interpret the significance of different forms of religious, spiritual and moral expression. 

• Use reasoning and examples to express insights into the relationship between beliefs, teachings and world issues.  

• Express insights into their own and others' views on questions of identity and belonging, and meaning, 

Aims 

• To promote SMSC and British values. 

• The Study of RE will support all students in their spiritual and moral development. 

• Students will consider existential questions of meaning and self, to develop and understanding of the codes of conduct expected in society and to have 

reflected on moral questions. 

• Pupils will also develop an understanding of their place both in a global and local community, with a desire to have a positive impact on their society and 

the world. 

• All pupils will develop a collaborative ethos, developing a cultural awareness from each other, staff and the wider school community. 

• To foster a lifelong love of the subject. 

• To inspire a genuine curiosity and empathy towards others world views. 

• To develop a critical and analytical mind set. 

• To give students a deep and meaningful knowledge of different world views.  

• To be able to apply and justify contrasting interpretations of world views to moral themes.  
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