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Why study religious studies? 

Studying GCSE Religious Studies will allow students to progress their knowledge and skills from Key stage 

three. Students will be further challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, 

enabling them to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues.  

Students will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. 

legal system and many people’s lives. Furthermore, studying GCSE religious studies offers a rich and 

enjoyable set of topic that will bring young people into contact with the thoughts of the greatest minds and 

offers them the opportunity to carry on the great conversation of humanity about the ideas that shape our 

lives and the human condition.  

Aims –  

To develop a comprehensive schema and in-depth understanding of the world views of Christianity and 

Islam.  

The curriculum aims to offer a deep study of Christianity as a lived religion within the United Kingdom and 

throughout the world, and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about Philosophy of Religion and 

issues of equality and social justice. The significance and importance of the various beliefs, issues and 

practices to Christians will be explored throughout the curriculum. This will include reference to how the 

Bible informs a Christian’s understanding of the topics and how approaches to the issues are underpinned by 

philosophical arguments and ethical theories. 

The curriculum aims to study Christianity within the context of the wider British society, the religious 

traditions of which are, in the main, Christian. Students should recognise that Christianity is one of the many 

religions and world views in Great Britain, which include Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism and 

non-religious views such as Humanism and atheism. A further aim of the curriculum is to compare and 

contrast the areas of ethics and/or philosophy within Christianity with non-religious views and to show that 

within Christianity there may be more than one perspective in the way beliefs and teachings are understood 

and expressed. 

The curriculum also aims to provide an in depth study of Islam as a lived religion within the United Kingdom 

and throughout the world, and its beliefs and teachings on life, specifically about the issues of peace and 

conflict, and crime and punishment. The significance and importance of the various beliefs, issues and 

practices to Muslims today will be explored throughout the curriculum. This will include reference to how 

the Qur’an informs a Muslim’s understanding of the topics and how approaches to the issues are 

underpinned by philosophical arguments and ethical theory. 

The curriculum also aims to inform students that within Islam there may be more than one perspective in 

the way beliefs and teachings are understood and expressed. A final aim is to cover common and divergent 

views within Islam in the way beliefs and teachings are understood and expressed including reference to 

Sunni and Shi’a tradition 

As well as academic progress and the extending of knowledge an aim of GCSE Religious Studies is to offer 

personal development and supports wider British values and social moral cultural and spiritual (SMSC) 

education.  
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Specification Link 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Religious Studies B (1RB0)  

 

Rationale for how the curriculum has been sequenced in Religious studies.  –   

Islamic belief and Christian belief modules are sequenced first in each academic year. The rationale for this is 

because the knowledge learned in these modules will be applied to the issues and questions raised in later 

units. For example, knowledge on the importance of the Prophet his Hadith and the Kutub will be applied to 

the Islamic arguments for war. A sound reference to how the Qur’an informs a Muslim’s understanding 

within the Crime and War units will require students to first study the Quran within the Muslim Belief unit. 

The same rationale stands for Christian Belief being sequenced first.   

Christianity is sequenced within the summer term of Year 10 to allow time for strategic revision for the 

exams in the summer term of year 11.  

Assessment –  

Knowledge recall quizzes will be done at the start of every lesson.  

Regular Summative assessment will consist of four questions types. These will mirror the questions in the 

final exam. Assessment will include short open, open response and extended writing questions. Summative 

assessment will assess spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) and use of specialist terminology and these 

will contribute a minimum of 5% of marks towards the overall weighting. 

 Part A assessment questions are worth 3 marks. It assesses AO1 and tests knowledge of religion or belief by 

recalling factual information. Part B assessment questions are worth 4 marks. It assesses AO1 and tests 

knowledge of religion or belief by recalling factual information and supporting this with a clear development. 

Part C questions mirror part B but also require a source of authority or wisdom for the 5th Mark. The source 

of wisdom and authority used is not expectation to be an exact reference. Part (d) questions are worth 12 

marks. They assess AO2 and test students’ ability to analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, 

including their significance and influence. Students will again need to state a source but can paraphrase 

and/or make textual references to this source. 
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Long Term Plan  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 
10 

 

Christian Life  
Worship, 
Sacraments, 
Prayer, 
Pilgrimage, 
Celebrations,   
 
 
 
 
 

Christian life  
future of the 
church, local 
and worldwide 
Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Belief  
And reteach  
Including The 
Trinity: the 
nature and 
significance of 
the Trinity as 
expressed in 
the Nicene 
Creed; Creation, 
Incarnation  
 
 

Christian 
Belief 
Last days of 
Jesus, 
problem of 
evil, salvation  
And reteach 
 
 
 
  
 

Philosophy 
through 
Christianity 
Revelation, 
Visons, 
Miracles, 
religious 
experience 
 
 

Philosophy 
through 
Christianity 
 Design 
argument, 
cosmological 
argument, 
religious 
upbringing.  

Year 
11 

 

Islamic Life and 
belief units 
including 6 
beliefs and five 
roots,  
 
 

Crime and 
War units 
through Islam  
Justice, Crime, 
Good and evil, 
prejudice, 
social justice  

Christian belief 
and life Units  
Recap and 
revisiting  
 
 

Philosophy 
and equality 
units   
Recap and 
revisiting 
 

Revision  
QLA  

Revision  
QLA  
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